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sion at Pinewood Studios. Accuracy was a
priority on the set, so the builder’s model
came out of hiding for a year to serve as
a reference. A studio model was built for
filming, so the builder’s model was not
used in any of the film’s scenes. In one
well-known photo, Fourth Officer Boxhall
himself is shown looking over the model,
surely telling some interesting stories in
the process. After shooting of the film con-
cluded, the model once again went back
into storage and would not be seen publicly
again until 1974.

On October 1, 1974, the Liverpool
Museum, then on William Brown Street,
opened an exhibit featuring over 60 mod-
els that had escaped a May 1941 bombing
of the city. Included in this exhibit was the
builder’s model still in its hybrid Olym-
pic/Britannic form. This fueled a citywide
debate over which of the three sisters the
model really depicted. Keen observers
noted the A-deck promenade windows and
other features not correct for Olympic, even
though Olympic was painted on the bow.
This led to the museum changing the name
on the display sign to Titanic, thus begin-
ning an identity debate that has gone on for
years.

MUSEUM'S MYSTERY SHIP

Has the Liverpool Museum
slipped up, dropped a clanger, boo-
bed? A model of a pre-1914 liner in
the Maritime Exhibition there bears
the name Olympic. Hundreds of visi-
tors to the exhibition have testified
that it could be the Titanic, is more
likely the Britannic, but certainly isn’t
the Olympic. “We’ve been bombarded

Olympic (ex-Titanic) being transported from the Winter Garden
most likely to Ward's Albion Works, taken April 26, 1936, (Marine
Technology Special Collection at Newcastle University, Jogo Gon-

by people telling us it's the Titanic or
the Britannic,” said a spokesman for
the Museum’s shipping department.
“The model was built as the Olympic;
then along came the Tiranic and after
that went down, the model may have
changed names during its career. The
Olympic was the last survivor of the
three ships and that's why the name
has stuck. Apart from a few minor de-
tails it's difficult to tell.”

But Echo reader “Bristo and Ship
Shape,” who lives in Rock Ferry,
claims that it’s quite the Britannic
built in 1914 (not the motor vessel
of same name built in 1930). “It was
even catalogued as such in previous
years,” he says. And the Museum’s
answer to that is, “Fair enough. To set
the Exhibition alight this year we said
it was Titanic. An odd sort of decision
in a city teeming with veteran seafar-
ers who could recognize one of the
old Cunarders by its smoke, let alone
it smoke-stack.” (Liverpool Echo
November 18, 1974)

At the end of 1975, the model went back
into storage, but its days of collecting dust
soon would be over. By this point, the mod-
el had deteriorated a great deal after years
of neglect and harsh storage. The elaborate
case had been discarded by the museum
in the mid-1950s. There was damage and
parts that had gone missing during its time
at Pinewood Studios. With changes to the
Liverpool Museum and the planning of a
new facility that would become the Mer-
seyside Maritime Museum, a three-year
restoration was planned for the model that
would become a centerpiece of the new
museum. Mr. Leslie Nelson-Ewen of Scale

Olympic (ex-Titanic), most likely at Ward's Albion Works ware-
house, taken April 26, 1936. (Marine Technology Special Collec-
tion at Newcastle University, Jodo Gongalves collection)

Models International was put in charge of
the project. A few months into the proj-
ect, he was convinced that this was indeed
originally the Titanic builder’s model. In-
side the model, workers found the number
““401” written in several places, which was
the Titanic’s Harland & Wolff yard num-
ber. They also found other features that
were consistent with Titanic but not her
sisters. Nelson-Ewen was convinced that if
they analyzed the paint under the crudely
painted “Olympic” on the bow they would
find the name “Zitanic.” It was decided to
restore the model to represent the Tiranic, a
process that included removing some fea-
tures added over the years like the stern’s
well deck covering, but other Britannic-on-
ly details were retained due to budget and
time issues. These changes have brought
the model to its current configuration.
1982 saw the opening of the new mu-
seum in Liverpool, with the newly restored
builder’s model now representing Titanic
as it did back in 1910-1912, though it still
retained some Britannic features. It has re-
mained one of Merseyside Museum’s cen-
terpiece exhibits to this day, only leaving
for a year in 1987 to be displayed at the
Ulster Transport Museum in Northern Ire-
land. Over a century later we finally can say
for certain that the model currently at Mer-
seyside was built as the Tiranic builder’s
model and was exhibited as such for over
a year before the sinking. This explains
some of the findings during the restoration.
It was transformed into Britannic after Ti-
tanic’s sinking, and after World War I was
crudely altered to be a second Olympic
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Titanic model undergoes many changes

By Mike Beatty
Titanic International Society Trustee

hen we last left off in the previ-
ous issue, the damaged Titanic
builder’s model was being

shipped back to England on the Adriatic,
and the Olympic model was last seen on
display in October 1911 at the Festival of
Empire in London. There’s no record of
either full model being used in the public
investigations, just the half-model that was
used in the British Inquiry, so most likely
the Titanic builder’s model went into stor-
age upon its return to England, and very
likely the Olympic was removed from the
exhibit circuit as well, since at the very
least lifeboats would need to be added to
the model.

During late 1912 or early 1913, the
Olympic model was modified with the
changes made to the real ship. Whether a
builder’s model was ever planned for Bri-
tannic is unknown, but with a model of a
ship that the White Star Line would rather
soon forget, it was probably far cheaper
and easier to repair and modify the Titanic
model into Britannic than it would have
been to scrap it and start from scratch.

March 1913 saw the Olympic back into
service, and her model back on display at
the Exposition Universelle et Internationale
in Ghent, Belgium. The Ghent World’s Fair
started April 26 and ran through Novem-
ber 3, 1913. The theme was “Peace, His-

The International Mercantile Marine Co.'s display at the 1915
Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco.
(University of California at Berkeley, Bancrofi Library)

T

in London (Historic England Archive).

tory, and Arts” and over 9 million people
attended the exposition. Several countries
featured pavilions, including Great Brit-
ain. Shipping was highlighted with many
different models, but the highlight was the
Olympic builder’s model, which once again
was awarded a Grand Prix.

AWARD TO WHITE STAR LINE

‘The Belgian authorities have issued di-

plomas of the awards of the Intenational

Jury at the Ghent International Exhibition,

1913, and the White Star Line has received

that of Grand Prix, the highest honour, in
connection with its ex-
hibits of models of the
Olympic and Teutonic.
Captain  Charles  A.
Bartlett, C.B. marine-
superintendent of the
White Star Line, in his
capacity of aide-de-
camp to the King, was
in attendance at the
investiture at Bucking-
ham Palace on Wednes-
day. (Western Daily
Press, Bristol, Decem-
ber 19, 1919)

InMay 1914, the Bri-
tannic builder’s model
finally was completed
and reported to be on dis-
play in Machinery Hall
at the Anglo-American
Exhibition in Shep-
herd’s Bush, London.

Titanic’s model, now converted to Britannic, on display at the 1914 Anglo-American Expo

This exhibition ran from May 14 and was
scheduled through October; however, the
outbreak of World War I on July 28, 1914
ended the exposition early. Photos from the
display show steps on each end of the mod-
el enclosure so observers could get a look
down on the model, and also a model of the
first Britannic, built to the same scale for
comparison. Other popular exhibits were a
working model of the Panama Canal, a rep-
lica of New York City, and a scale model of

the Grand Canyon in Colorado.
MODEL OF THE BRITANNIC

Superb illuminated model, some 20ft in
length, of the new White Star liner Britan-
nic, 50.000 tons, the largest British steam-
er, which will be in commission in the
company’s Southampton and New York
mail service early next year, now being
shown in the Machinery Hall at the Anglo-
American Exposition, Shepherd’s Bush.
London, where attracting much attention.
A model of the first steamer of the name,
which latter was built for the White Star
Line forty years ago, displayed immedi-
ately adjacent, and a most interesting com-
parison can be made, showing forty years'
progress in the art of shipbuilding.”
(Liverpool Daily Post, May 26, 1914)

A WONDERFUL MODEL —
‘THE BRITANNIC AT SHEPHERD’S BUSH
Overshadowing everything in inter-
est in the Ocean Transport Section of the
Anglo-American Exhibition at Shepherd's
Bush is a fine scale model of the giant
53,000 tons White Star liner Britannic,
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the Canadian National Exposition at
‘Toronto, awarded for the ten thousand
dollar model of the Titanic, which
will be the largest ship afloat when
she is launched next spring. The mod-
e, which took the highest honors of
any exhibit in its class at the Toronto
show, is now attracting the attention
of all the promenaders on St. Cath-
erine Street who pass by Goodwins’,
Limited, and the medal will be set into
the model in the big store window this
morning.” (The [Montréal] Gazerte,
November 23,1911)

The Titanic model was not alone in win-
ning awards in September. Near the end of
the Olympic model’s display at London’s
Crystal Palace, it was awarded the Grand
Prix.

‘The White Star Line has just been
awarded the Grand Prix for the splen-
did model now being exhibited at the
Festival of Empire, Crystal Palace, of
the new triple-screw steamers Olym-
pic and Titanic, the largest vessels in
the world. This model, which is near-
ly 20 feet in length is illuminated at
night and has proved most aftractive
to visitors. (The Liverpool Post, Sep-
tember 5, 1911)

The trail for both models goes cold
from here, but it’s likely the 7itanic made
at least three or four more stops before the
tragic sinking occurred on April 15, 1912.
The publicity tour came to an abrupt end
and the 7itanic model quietly was crated
and shipped to Pier 61 in New York City,
to be returned to England on Adriatic, sail-
ing on May 2 for England with, ironically,
Titanic’s surviving officers and some of her
crew who had been detained to testify at
the American Inquiry.

TITANIC MODEL SEEN IN
SWEENEY CO. STORE
Buffalonians are not altogether ig-
norant of the magnitude of the ill-fat-
ed Titanic. Several months ago when
the boat was launched a large model
of the fated liner was shown in three
of the largest show windows of the
Sweeney Company. It received much
flattering attention from the public.
(Buffalo Courier; April 17, 1912)

$16,000 TITANIC MODEL IS
NOW USELESS TOY

New York, April 29 - A large crate

stands on White Star Pier 61, North

River, awaiting shipment to England

on the Adriatic. It contains a thirty-

foot [sic] model of a giant ocean liner

i

Arthur Robson’s travel agency in Baltimore. (James Bigwood collection/findagrave.com)

and cost $16,000 to build, but it is not
of any use for exhibition purposes
now. It is a model of the Zitanic.

This replica is an exact duplica-
tion of the sunken leviathan down to
the minutest detail. It was sent to this
country to be exhibited as a specimen
of the unsinkable ship. There is one
strange coincidence about the mod-
el. There is a large rent at the bow,
from keel to uppermost deck, simi-
lar to the one that sent the Titanic to
the bottom. Also there are davits for
twenty lifeboats but only twelve boats
are shown.” (Buffalo Courier; April
30,1912)

The Olympic model's glistening propellers. (The Sphere, October 15, 1910; Authors col-
lection)

In the next issue of Foyage we will see
‘what happened to the 7itanic and Olympic
models after the sinking.

1 would like to thank the following
people (in no particular order) for their as-
sistance and encouragement with part one
of this project: si Babler, Daniel Klistorner,
Céleste Laframboise, Jacqueline Edwards
(chief archivist at Exhibition Place Records
& Archives in Toronto), and Victor Vila.
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Olympic (ex-Titanic) on display

model. This leads us to several questions...
Where is the original Olympic model? The
last record the author can find is when it
was on display in Fort Wayne, Indiana in
December 1922 while the other model was
displayed in London. Was there an accident
and it was destroyed in the 1920s? Did it

The model during its extensive restoration in the late 1970s, being
converted back o Titanic again. (Merseyside Maritime Museum

collection)

in 1974 at the Liverpool Museum. (Merseyside Maritime Museum collection)

end up in private hands and is still hiding
somewhere to this day? Just like most 7i-
tanic mysteries, one is solved only to create
anew one.
Acknowledgments
1 would like to thank the following
people, in no particular order, for their as-

Titanic in the final stages of restorati
fourth major alteration to the model since 1910. Today it is on dis-
play at Liverpool’s Merseyside Maritime Museum. The location or

sistance and encouragement on part three
of this project: Giinter Bébler, Daniel Klis-
torner, Céleste Laframboise, Mike Poirier,
Ellie Moffat and Ian Murphy from the Mer-
seyside Maritime Museum, and Jodo Gon-
calves.

, around 1980. This is the

fate of the original Olympic model is unknown. (Merseyside Mari-
time Museum collection)
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Titanic on tour: Discovering a second builder s model

By Mike Beatty
Titanic International Society Trustee

ne area of Titanic interest that has
Oa passionate following is model

building. Many models of the
Olympic-class sisters have been built over
the years, but the very first ones, and ar-
guably the most debated, are the builder’s
model (correctly called the owner’s model)
and the three half-models. With very little
information to go on over the past century,
the general belief was that a 1:48 scale,
nearly 20ft-long Olympic builder’s model
was constructed from 1908-1909 to repre-
sent both Olympic and Titanic during their
construction at Harland & Wolff. After 7i-
tanic’s sinking and construction of Britan-
nic, the model was modified to represent
the newest sister. Following Britannic’s
sinking and a World War, the model again
was modified to represent Olympic in her
1920 configuration. Eventually it was put
into storage, came out briefly to serve as a
reference model for the filming of 4 Night
10 Remember, and finally was rediscovered
and restored to a Titanic configuration that
is really a hybrid of all three sisters. Cur-
rently it’s on display at Liverpool’s Mer-
seyside Maritime Museum, but an article
in'a 1911 Philadelphia newspaper led me
down a path that changes the builder’s
model story as we know it.

The first documentation that can be
found of the builder’s model is two pho-
tos taken probably in late 1909 from the
Harland & Wolff negative archives: plates
H2378 and H2379, currently held in the
National Museums Northern Ireland
(NMNI) collection. In the earliest ver-
sion of the builder’s model, we see a large
model clearly marked “Olympic™ on the
bow. Noticeably, there are no wing cabs,
the bridge is curved, and other features that
never were built into the real ship jump out."
The glass plate is etched “Olympic & Ti-
tanie.” so it has been assumed this model
was intended to represent both ships being
built.

The first documented public display
of the Olympic builder’s model was the
Japan-British Exhibition at the White City
in Shepherd’s Bush. London, held from
May 14 through October 29, 1910. Filled
with exhibits from Japan, it introduced the
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Olympic’s builder s model, photographed by Robert Welch shortly afier completion at
the Harland & Wolff shops. (Harland & Wolff Collection, National Museums Northern

Ireland)
Asian nation to the West. It also introduced
the public to the new White Star liners’
massive size via the new builder’s model.
Crowds were amazed. The newspapers and
journals of the day reported on the model,
the largest ever produced to that date.
The Olympic in London:
Remarkable Model of World’s
Largest Ship
One of the most unique and at-
tractive features at the Japan-British
Exhibition just opened in London is
a specially constructed model of the
new leviathan White Star liner Olym-
. pic. An idea of the size of the model,
which has been built with great artis-
tic taste by Messrs. Harland & Wolff,
may be gained when it is stated that
the length is almost 20 feet, the other
dimensions being in proportion. She
is an exact replica to the minutest
detail of the new liner, and is per-
fectly equipped in every particular.
With her four raked funnels and two
masts, her deck equipment and fit-
tings are complete 0 a screw, and in
its internals the same care and inge-
nuity have been displayed, it being
possible through the windows and
ports to see the different saloons and
berths fitted and decorated in the same
artistic colourings as will be found in
the larger vessel when finished in the
course of a few months. A novel ef-

fect is produced at night by means of a
‘number of electric lamps placed inside
the model. By these, the ship is bril-
liantly illuminated. giving exactly the
same spectacular appearance that will
be produced when the Olympic is in
the water lighted up at night in readi-
ness for sea. By means of ventilators at
either end a stream of cold air is kept
constantly passing through the vessel
while the lamps are alight. The work-
manship, which is of the rarest intricate
and delicate nature, reflects the greatest
credit on Messrs. Harland & Wolff and
their staff. The model is enclosed in a
magnificent Empire case, having on
top an illuminated electric sign on the
new patented bead system. The model
will attract many thousands of admir-
ers while in the exhibition, and visitors
from Ireland should not fail to make
its acquaintance. (The Belfast Weekly
Telegraph, May 28, 1910)

During the Japanese Exhibition’s final
month, the October 15, 1910 issue of The
Sphere published a multi-page article about
the new Olympic nearing completion. To
illustrate the yet-to-be-completed ship, de-
tailed photos of the model were used, and
are some of the best detailed photos of the
model during this period.

A few weeks later, a reporter from the
Belfast Weekly Telegraph visited Harland
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in'a 1911 Philadelphia newspaper led me
down a path that changes the builder’s
model story as we know it.
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tos taken probably in late 1909 from the
Harland & Wolff negative archives: plates
H2378 and H2379, currently held in the
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(NMNI) collection. In the earliest ver-
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the bridge is curved, and other features that
never were built into the real ship jump out."
The glass plate is etched “Olympic & Ti-
tanie.” so it has been assumed this model
was intended to represent both ships being
built.

The first documented public display
of the Olympic builder’s model was the
Japan-British Exhibition at the White City
in Shepherd’s Bush. London, held from
May 14 through October 29, 1910. Filled
with exhibits from Japan, it introduced the
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Asian nation to the West. It also introduced
the public to the new White Star liners’
massive size via the new builder’s model.
Crowds were amazed. The newspapers and
journals of the day reported on the model,
the largest ever produced to that date.
The Olympic in London:
Remarkable Model of World’s
Largest Ship
One of the most unique and at-
tractive features at the Japan-British
Exhibition just opened in London is
a specially constructed model of the
new leviathan White Star liner Olym-
_ pic. An idea of the size of the model,
which has been built with great artis-
tic taste by Messrs. Harland & Wolff,
may be gained when it is stated that
the length is almost 20 feet, the other
dimensions being in proportion. She
is an exact replica to the minutest
detail of the new liner, and is per-
fectly equipped in every particular.
With her four raked funnels and two
masts, her deck equipment and fit-
tings are complete 0 a screw, and in
its internals the same care and inge-
nuity have been displayed, it being
possible through the windows and
ports to see the different saloons and
berths fitted and decorated in the same
artistic colourings as will be found in
the larger vessel when finished in the
course of a few months. A novel ef-

fect is produced at night by means of a
number of electric lamps placed inside
the model. By these, the ship is bril-
liantly illuminated. giving exactly the
same spectacular appearance that will
be produced when the Olympic is in
the water lighted up at night in readi-
ness for sea. By means of ventilators at
either end a stream of cold air is kept
constantly passing through the vessel
while the lamps are alight. The work-
manship, which is of the rarest intricate
and delicate nature, reflects the greatest
credit on Messrs. Harland & Wolff and
their staff. The model is enclosed in a
magnificent Empire case, having on
top an illuminated electric sign on the
new patented bead system. The model
will attract many thousands of admir-
ers while in the exhibition, and visitors
from Ireland should not fail to make
its acquaintance. (The Belfast Weekly
Telegraph, May 28, 1910)

During the Japanese Exhibition’s final
month, the October 15, 1910 issue of The
Sphere published a multi-page article about
the new Olympic nearing completion. To
illustrate the yet-to-be-completed ship, de-
tailed photos of the model were used, and
are some of the best detailed photos of the
model during this period.

A few weeks later, a reporter from the
Belfast Weekly Telegraph visited Harland
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The Britannic model on display at the 1915 Panama-Pacific

Exposition. (Author s collection)

now being fitted out at Belfast. As the Bri-
tannic is the largest British ship to leave the
stocks, so the model at Shepherd’s Bush
may be fairly claimed to be the largest and
finest model of any transatlantic liner in
this country.

‘The Britannic model, which is approxi-
mately eighteen feet long, is so arranged
that it is possible to view the decks of this
great floating city from above both the bow
and the stern.

One of the most striking features of
the model, which cost many hundreds of
pounds, is the remarkable assembly of life-
boats and the four pairs of unique and pow-
erful davits for handling them. The arms
of these davits when inclined inboard can
«command half the deck of the ship.

NNear by the model of the new Britannic
is another of the earlier ship of the same
name, a twin-funnelled, single-screwed
steamer, which carned great fame some
years ago, and the juxtaposition of the two
ships makes an interesting comparison.
(London Standard, June 1, 1914)

On February 20, 1915 the Panama-
Pacific International Exposition opened in
San Francisco, and once again a builder’s
model was back in the United States on
display. This world’s fair was a celebration
of the Panama Canal’s completion, but also
celebrated the recovery of the city since
the 1906 earthquake destroyed a large part
of San Francisco. Inside Machinery Hall,
one of the largest timber structures built to
date, visitors could see the builder’s model
of Britannic on display at the International
Mercantile Marine exhibit, along with oth-
er various company exhibits showcasing
all the latest advancements in technology.
There were simulated mines with “explo-
sions” showing the dangers of mining, the

latest in the U.S. mili-
tary arsenal, advance-
ments in aeronautics
featuring daily flight
demonstrations,  full
size locomotives, and
even Henry Ford set
up a miniature assem-
bly line where visitors
could watch Ford cars
being built. The exposi-
tion ran all year until fi-
nally closing December
4,1915.

Less than a year
later, Britannic struck
a mine and sank off the
coast of Greece, and
once again the model
represented a ship that
was no more. For the
next few years that was the least of White
Star’s problems with the world at war. War
finally ended in November 1918, and af-
ter several more months of running troops
back home Olympic returned to Belfast in
August 1919 for a full refit before its re-
turn to passenger service. For years it was
assumed that during this time the Britan-
nic builder’s model was converted back to
Olympic, which turns out to be half-true.
Actually, the original Olympic builder’s
model continued to be exhibited as it ex-
isted before the war, while the Britannic
model was changed to a second Olympic
model while retaining many of Britannic's
features.

The first record of one of the builder’s
models going back on tour after the war was
at the third annual National Marine Expo-
sition held in the Grand
Central Palace in New
York City. The Febru-
ary 1921 issue of Marine
Engineering  reported,
“American  shipping,
American ship operations
and American appliances
and inventions were dis-
played on the main and
mezzanine floors of the
Palace in what was con-
sidered one of the most
elaborate and compre-
hensive marine exhibi-
tions ever placed before
the public, continuing ¥

from the opening hour 7he original Olympic model on display at the 1922 “Pageant
on Monday until Satur- of Progress, ” held in Chicago. (Daniel Klistorner collection)

day, January 29.” Highlights reported for
the IMM booth — “International Mercantile
Marine Company, 9 Broadway, New York:
Nineteen-foot model of steamship Olym-
pic; painting showing sectional view of
Olympic; marine paintings of ships in the
1. M. M. service leaving New York, in mid-
ocean, and nearing England.”

Similar to the tour the Zitanic model
had made in 1910-11, this model went on
another North American tour. Most of the
venues are still unknown, but eventually
the model was displayed once again at the
Toronto Expo. From there it travelled to
Montréal, where it spent two weeks in C.
'W. Lindsay, Ltd.’s front window.

'MODEL OF OLYMPIC

A model of the White Star liner Olympic,

21 feet long, which has been shown at the

Toronto Exhibition, will be on display to-

day and for the next ten days in the window

of C. W. Lindsay, Limited, at 512 St. Cath-

erine Street West. The model is an exact

reproduction of the original. It is enclosed
ina glass case, which s electrically lighted.

(Montreal Gazette, September 23, 1921)

The builder’s model in North America
probably continued to make appearances
around the U.S. and Canada over the next
year. The International Mercantile Marine
Co.’s monthly magazine, The Ocean Ferry,
published an article about IMM’s display
at the Chicago Pageant of Progress at the
Municipal (Navy) Pier. It was billed as the
“greatest collection of business and indus-
trial exhibits this city has seen” since the
1893 World’s Columbian Exposition, and
1922 was the pageant’s second year. It ran
from July 28 through August 20, 1922.
IMM’s display featured the Olympic build-
er’s model, and a great photo was featured
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Models’ mysteries: Some
are solved, others remain

By Michael Beatty
Titanic International Society Trustee

t the end of Part Two of our sto-
Ary, the original Olympic builder’s

model was last seen in Fort Wayne,
Indiana on display at the department store
of Wolf & Dessauer. No trace of it has been
found after that exhibit. The original 7i-
tanic builder’s model in its third configura-
tion as a second Olympic model spent two
years at Wembley for the British Empire
Exhibition as part of White Star Line and
International Mercantile Marine Company
display. When that concluded in October
1925, the model was moved to the main
entrance of The Winter Garden at Black-
pool, England. Here it would greet visitors
for the next ten years until White Star Line
merged with Cunard Line in 1936. In the
Marine Technology Special Collection at
Newecastle University are two photographs
taken on April 26, 1936, one showing the
model being unloaded from a moving van
and another showing it stored inside a
warehouse. Dr. Alan Scarth, former Cura-

tor of Ship Models at Liverpool’s Mersey-
side Maritime Museum, uncovered a letter
from December 1937 that Thomas Ward’s
Albion Works still had a very large Olym-
pic model in storage.

There is much speculation about what
became of the model from 1938 until 1951.
The leading rumor is that the model was
placed in remote storage, possibly under-
ground, for the duration of World War II.
Either way, it miraculously survived de-
struction during that time and according
to Dr. Scarth, the next confirmed sighting
occurred when the model was donated to
Liverpool City Museums in 1951 by the
Lancashire Aircraft Company. It had been
stored in a hangar at the airport. How it got
there or when is still unknown, but appar-
ently the plan was to display it in the air-
port restaurant. Resources were scarce for
the museum during the 1950s, so the model
remained in storage.

With the success of Walter Lord’s 1955

classic 4 Night To Remember, producer
‘William MacQuitty filmed the movie ver-

Olympic (ex-Titanic) builder’s model on display at the Winter Garden's entrance in

Blackpool, England. (White Star Magazine, July 1926, Daniel Klistorner collection)
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The original Olympic model at the Wolf & Dessauer depart-
‘ment store in 1923. (Daniel Klistorner collection)

in the article. Notice the A deck promenade
‘windows are fully open on this model, so
this is indeed the original Olympic model,
and not the converted Titanic/Britannic
model that was on a multi-year tour in

North America.
OLYMPIC'S MODEL ATTRACTED
THOUSANDS AT GREAT
CHICAGO TRADE SHOW

In this picture is shown the famous
$25,000 model of the Olympic, probably
the finest steamship model ever made, as
it appeared in the great commercial show
held at Chicago from July 29 to August 20
last, and known as “The Pageant of Prog-
ress.”

F. C. Brown, wester passenger man-
ager of the International Mercantile Marine
Co., states that not less than 15,000 per-
sons viewed this model at close range in
the course of the show, while most of them
talked about ocean travel with representa-
tives of Mr. Brown’s office, who had the
model in charge.

The total paid attendance at the show
was 600,000. It was held in the huge ex-
position building on the Municipal Pier,
which has 3% miles of aisles. All branches
of American industry were represented.
There were varied sporting events, and
days were set aside for distinctive pro-
grams, such as a “radio congress,” health
day, woman’s day, pure milk day, Ford day,
and the like. The published program filled
196 pages. In short, it was, in the language
of the coast, “a whale of a show,” and nox
exhibitor had a more dignified booth than
the Western passenger office of the Inter-
national Mercantile Marine Company. (The
Ocean Ferry, October 1922)

A few months later the Olympic model
‘was back on the store display circuit, mak-
ing its rounds in the American Midwest.
This time reported to be exhibited at the
Wolf & Dessauer department store in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, Olympic greeted shoppers
starting on November 9 for one month, but
was extended through most of the Christ-

mas shopping season.

‘OLYMPIC MODEL
ATTRACTS CROWD
AT FORT WAYNE
THOUSANDS of per-
sons who had never
seen a  steamship
viewed the model of
the White Star liner
Olympic at Fort Wayne,
Indiana, not long ago,
when it was displayed
on the ground floor of
the department store of
Wolf & Dessauer, one
of the largest in North-
em Indiana. After the
model had been shown
a month, and was due
for exhibition in an-
other city, the firm asked for an extension
of two weeks in which to show it further.
A sign in a show window called attention
to the model, and stated that it was secured
through the courtesy of the White Star Line
agents for Fort Wayne, namely, the First &
Hamilton National Bank, Lincoln National
Bank, and O. W. Braungart, Wabash Rai
way. (The Ocean Ferry, February 1923)
Once again, here’s where things get

interesting, and prove that two builder’s
models still existed after the war. While
Olympic was greeting Christmas shop-
pers in Fort Wayne, Indiana, she was also
greeting shoppers in London at the show-
rooms of White Star Line’s silver supplier,
Elkington and Co. Since there’s photo-
graphic evidence that the model on tour in
the States was the true, original Olympic
builder’s model, this one in England had
to be the original Titanic, then Britan-
nic, and now a second Olympic model.

‘THE WHITE STAR LINER OLYMPIC
It is indeed splendid news that during the
Christmas holidays Elkington and Co. are
arranging to show at their Regent Street
House a super-model of the White Star

Workers prepare the Olympic (ex-Titanic) model before the start of the 1924-25 British
Empire Exposition. (Daniel Klistorner collection)
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Liner, Olympic, which is lit up, showing

the state rooms, cabins, etc. and will be a

most interesting sight, especially for the

‘younger people. The model measures 22 ft.

in length. (The Tatler, December 6, 1922)

The trail goes cold on both models in
1923, but in April 1924 the converted 7i-
tanic/Britannic model was displayed at
‘Wembley Park for the British Empire Ex-
hibition as part of White Star Line’s and
IMM’s great display. The model in particu-
lar drew great interest from King George
V himself:

‘Their Majesties spent some time in inspect-

ing the model of Belfast Harbour. His Maj-

esty the King had already seen the model

of the harbour in the Wembley Room at the

War Office, and expressed admiration at its

present appearance now in front of the pa-

vilion. The King was also greatly interested

in the model of the Olympic, which, it was

explained to him, was one of the largest

models in the world. (Ballymena Observer

May 9, 1924).

‘The exhibition was such a success that it
continued for a second year, concluding in
October 1925. The model was well photo-
graphed at this exhibit and one can quickly
see this model retains much of its Britannic
appearance, unlike the model in the United
States. Other than changing the lifeboat
configuration and some minor details, not
much time and expense was put into mak-
ing the second model an accurate represen-
tation of the real Olympic.

In Voyage 116, we will try to piece to-
gether the builder’s model stories from the
‘White Star’s merger to present day.

I would like to thank the following
people (in no particular order) for their as-
sistance and encouragement on Part Two
of this project: Giinter Babler, Daniel Klis-
torner and Céleste Laframboise.
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ket Street, was ad- ers.”) The model’s arrival was reported in
vertised extensively the Baltimore Sun:

for two weeks in the Model of the Titanic Shown
local and regional Tlluminated Miniature Ship In a
Charles Street Window

newspapers, encour-
aging customers to
come to their store
and see the giant new

A model of the steamship Titan-
ic, of the White Star Line, has been
placed on exhibition in the show win-
dow of the carpet store of McDow-

model of Titanic dis- ell & Co., 217 North Charles Street,
played in the Market through the efforts of Mr. Arthur W.
Street cross aisle. (In Robson, local agent for the line.

1868,  Strawbridge Last night the model was illumi-
& Clothier began nated and attracted a great deal of
as a dry goods store attention. It is said to be the largest
in Philadelphia and model ever made and the most ex-

pensive, having cost $12,500. It has

‘would become one of been placed on six horses and is high
the Philadelphia re- enough to be in full view of persons
gion’s largest depart- e

ment stores for over It was moved from the depot yes-
100 years until sold terday and placed in position under
in 1996.) For their the supervision of George D. Magrud-
afilial Foa Tt er, manager of Graham’s Warchouse
tionale_celebration,  Company. Sixcen men were reqired

to move it from the car to the trucl
f‘:‘::“] @F;':'“"’y 2153 to the store. When it arrived, a large
Y i crowd was attracted.

1911, customers also The model is complete in every
could see the world’s detail, has been wired by John K.
largest glove, a large How Company and will be illuminat-
rotating globe, a doll ed each night. When the lights were
hospital,  Oriental turned on last night it presented a
rug making, portraits striking appearance and gave an idea

of the completeness and vastness of
ocean-going vessels.
Mr. Robson’s idea in having the

of world leaders, and
many other exhib-

Bow view of the Olympic model, taken around September 1910
and published in October 15, 1910 issue of The Sphere. (Author s

collection) its from around the tuodél {on) exibition isito1give: resic
ventilation system to keep the imita- ot ! dents of Baltimore an opportunity to

tion cool and shapely. Next stop on the tour was Baltimore, see just what an ocean-going steam-
‘While each model costs $12,500, Maryland, in the front window of the Mc- ship is. Mr. Robson says the sister

the cost of building each of the ships Dowell & Co. carpet store at 217 North ship to the Titanic, the Olympic, will

is $7,500,000. (Leavenworth [Kan- Charles Street. Arthur Wealands Robson, make her first voyage June 28 and a
sas] Times, November 23, 1910) a well-known Baltimore travel agent, used number of Baltimoreans have been

his White Star Line connections to ar-

e ‘;"’tboc“’:“;j;l;g':;‘f‘;;‘l’lf:“;f:g range for the model to be displayed there
ake Tribune, o : / \
appears under the heading “Fine Model of for everal ek Robeau contimed the See the Remarkable

Baltimore shipping agency established

Great New Liner.” The article begins, *To - . vears ago by his late father, Matthew Titanic Model |
be placed on public view the great model of ~ p 1. ° (The Feb 2 19113 fsuior IN THE MARKET STREET
the new Olympic, the largest steamship and 2 L CROSS AISLE, a model of the
1pic, P the Baltimore Sun reported in his obituary, greateat Stoamship ever planta

queen of the White Star fleet, was taken  wpyjhably no man in Baltimore was better ||| She s to bs 45,000 tons rog
from its case after passing the customs’ au- ., 16 those fond of sea travel than was ||| 852 fest § inches long; braudth 94
thorities, and herein is printed a phmogr{aph Mr. Robson, and his mind was a perfect en- feot. Each link in the »ln:hnr e'hm
showing the appearance of the steamship.” i il ; Welgh ATR peuRds A" Ny oL Y

g 1. appes P cyclopedia of things pertaining to ships and men will man her. She will carry

Unfortunately, other than a poor microfilm
copy, a better print of this photo has not
been found.

After the Flatiron Building exhibit in
Manhattan, the model traveled south to

the ports of the Seven Seas to which they 2500 engers. The model iaen
plied. He represented in Baltimore practi-  [{| ® %641 3 inch to the foot, @ @we
cally every well-known line in the world,

particularly those which fly the English
flag, and knew the history of nearly every

A Strawbridge & Clothier advertisement
Philadelphia the first week of February e e e Ancts,  imiting readers 10 see the Titanic builder s
1911. The Philadelphia-based Strawbridge ::ﬁ:f:;;z:es e veconds of command..  Model on display at their store. (Buffalo
& Clothier department store, at 8th & Mar- Evening News, dugust 1, 1911.)
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Ireland)

& Wolff to report on Olympic’s progress.
The article in the November 3 issue tells
of Olympic having been moved in October
from the Alexandra Wharf to the fitting out
dock, where she was expected to spend the
next three months. The reporter also writes,
“A magnificent full model of the Olympic
is being prepared, fitted up with a complete
electric light installation, and some idea of
the size and beauty of this diminutive rep-
lica of the big ship may be gathered from
the fact that it will cost a sum of about
£2,000.” Also noteworthy is mention of the
half-model in the drawing room. “The half
model of the latter in Messrs. Harland &
Wolff drawing office shows the compara-
tive size of the two vessels and it was in-
spected with much interest on the day of
the launch.”

This is where things get interesting. We
have a reporter commenting on a lighted
‘builder’s model under construction at Har-
land & Wolff in late October 1910, while
the White Star Line already has been ex-
hibiting a builder’s model of Olympic at
the Japan-British Exhibition since May 14,
1910. Then in another pair of Harland &
‘Wolff photos, plates H2401 and H2402, we
again see the builder’s model, this time in
the elaborate Empire case. Various changes
to the model’s details can be seen from the
earlier set of H&W plates. One very inter-
esting detail reveals itself when zooming in
on the bow of this model: the name! As you
will see, these two photos probably were
taken right around the time the reporter

Titanic’s builder’s model with display case, photographed shortly after completion at
the Harland & Wolff shops (Harland & Wolff Collection, National Museums Northern

visited the shipyard and saw the model just
being finished and readied for exhibition.
But this was not the first model, finished
earlier in the year and currently on display
in London. This was a second builder’s
model: the Titanic builder’s model!

This brings us to the next piece of evi-
dence that started my “builder’s model
journey,” a newly discovered tour of
a Titanic builder’s model. This North
American exhibition tour to promote the
new liners began when, on November 10,
1910, a builder’s model with its custom
display case arrived in New York City on
the Arabic. The model’s first stop was the
city’s Flatiron Building at 175 Fifth Av-
enue, Manhattan. Newspapers around the
country reported this miniature wonder’s
arrival, and crowds packed the building’s
ground floor on Fifth Avenue to see it for
themselves.

Ocean Liner’s Model
That of Titanic to Cost A Small
Fortune

(From the New York World) — The
‘most complete and painstakingly built
ship model ever constructed is today
on exhibition at the Flatiron Build-
ing, Broadway and Twenty-Third
street. It is a miniature reproduction
of the White Star liner Zitanic, to be
launched in the early spring. Built on
a scale of a quarter-inch to the foot,
the model has a total length of 19%
feet and a beam of three feet.

Eight men devoted their whole
attention for practically a year in the
Harland & Wolf shipyard at Belfast,

Ireland, to the construction of this
model. The hull they shaped from a
huge oak log. Whereas nearly all oth-
er steamship models have been made
of solid timber; this one has been
hollowed and an electric ventilation
system installed, it having been found
that the solid hull invariably warped
and split.

All the superstructure is of thin
sheet metal, fine wire and brass cast-

+ ings. Everything is drawn carefully to
scale, even to the tiny handles of the
winches. In the interior of the model
electric lights have been placed, and
these shine out through the miniature
portholes in a very lifelike manner.

No detail has been omitted. From
the wireless apparatus to the binnacle
the ship stands complete. It lacks
only crew and passengers, and water
to float it. A Lilliputian searchlight
throws its pencil beam ahead, and
port, starboard and masthead lights
glimmer in conformity to the nautical
law. Altogether this wonderful little
craft cost the builders $12,500. (The
Evening Sun, November 22, 1910)

The next article provides another clue
in its last sentence to the existence of
two models, claiming, “Each model costs
$12,500.”

New Ocean Liner’s Model Built

At Cost of $12,500

New York, Nov 22 — A beautiful
model of the Titanic, one of the forth-
coming White Star giants of the sea,
which arrived on the Arabic, will be
mounted on public exhibition in the
Flatiron Building.

The ship is miniature, which re-
quired the sole attention of eight men
for eleven-and-a-half months in its
construction at the yards of Harland
& Wolf, Belfast, and cost $12,500. It
is as big as a power boat, and is built
onascale of a quarter-inch to the foot.
The first impression which the model
gives is that the funnels of the Titanic
will be much larger than those of pres-
ent White Star ships. There are four of
them, instead of only two, as on the
other boats.

The toy Titanic is electrically il-
luminated, masthead light, side lights,
green and red, and the lights within
glowing with cheerful and business-
like intensity.

Experience with ships” models has
proved that they warp and twist out of
shape with variations of temperature
and climate. Harland & Wolff, the
‘builders of the Olympic and the Titan-
ie, who construct their own models,
have provided this little ship with a
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would have been regarded as worthy
of a place in the fantastic tales of the
“Arabian Nights,” but today she pro-
saically plies the ocean.

Not content with the honors won
by the magnificent liner, the White
Star people have placed the contract
for another ship, the Titanic, which
will be an exact counterpart of the fa-
mous Olympic. The new ship is now
under course of construction at Bel-
fast.

The gigantic size of the leviathans
can best be appreciated when it is not-
ed that in length each boat overtops by
182 feet the height of the Metropoli-
tan Tower in New York — the highest
office building in the world. Each ship
is four times as long as the height of
the famous Bunker Hill Monument
and 327 feet longer than the Washing-
ton Monument.

It is interesting to note that the
launching weight of the Olympic,
27,000 tons, was the heaviest weight
ever transferred from land to water.
The Titanic likewise will share in this
unusual honor.

The Olympic has eleven steel
decks, fifteen watertight bulkheads
and can carry 2,500 passengers and a
crew of 860 men. She embodies every
improvement and appliance known
to science. The Titanic is being con-
structed along the same lines. As an
illustration of the monstrous weight
of these ships, each link in her anchor
chains weighs 175 pounds.

Much has been said and written

Four cranes extend over the after well deck of the Olympic model; the mainmast pen-
etrates the second-class entrance on the boat deck. (The Sphere, October 15, 1910; Au-

about the great Olympic and many
people cannot yet comprehend how
such unheard-of dimensions can safe-
ly travel the highways of the seas. Not
every person in this big land will be
able to see these wonderful creations,
but the people of Buffalo will be giv-
en a good opportunity to see just what
these ships look like.

The Sweeney Company has se-
cured a wonderful model of the
tanic which will be placed on exhibi-
tion in the show windows tomorrow.
The model is no play toy as it weighs
four tons and cost $12,500, more than
a good-sized boat would bring. It
contains every detail of the monster
White Star liner.

At night the ship will be lighted
by electricity and will present a pretty
spectacle. From here the model goes to
the Toronto
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generation.

The Titanic will be here for about
two weeks. (Buffalo Courier, July
28,1911)

Talking about show window dis-
plays, every boy in Buffalo should
see that splendid model of the Titanic
in the Sweeney Company’s window
~ and they'll all wish to own one
just like it to sail at Humboldt Park
or Delaware Park. (Buffalo Enquirer,

July 28, 1911)

The model was shipped to the
Sweeney Company from Cleveland
and will be on view here for two
‘weeks. At the conclusion of that time
it will be placed on exhibition at the
Canadian National Exposition at To-
ronto, where it will be the leading
feature at the Transportation Build-
ing. (Buffalo Evening News, July 28,
1911)

Following its two weeks in Buffalo, the
model crossed the border into Canada to
be displayed at the annual Toronto Exposi-
tion from August 26 to September 11,1911,
where it would win a gold medal in its
class. After the Toronto exposition, the
model next appears on display at the Good-
win’s Limited store at 677 Saint Catherine
Street West in Montréal. (Goodwin’s then
was a rather-new addition to the shopping
district, having first been A. E. Rea & Com-
pany who bought it from Carsley’s in late
1909 and expanded the building. Earlier in
1911, W. H. Goodwin became managing
director, changing the name to Goodwin’s
Montréal Limited for a short time till later
in the year; when the model was on display
it was simply called Goodwin’s Limited. In
1925, Goodwin’s was sold to Eaton’s.)

A gold medal has been received at
the White Star Line offices here from

exposi-
tion. It is a
wonderful
reproduc-
tion of the
world’s
largest
and finest
ship  and
bespeaks
a lesson of
the historic
achieve-

ments of | Street Bntrance.

Come In and See the Largest Ship
(Model) in the World.

THE WHITE S8TAR 88. “TITANIC" IS8 DOCKED AT
GOODWINS' INSIDE ON THE GROUND FLOOR.

The “ Titanic” is a full sister ship of the Olympic. The
wonderful model of these ships, like the ships themselves, is
the largest ever made in the world.

It has been exhibited at three other places only, and there
are more than one hundred applications from other citfes in
America anxious to see this marvellous boat. At Goodwins
#t is situated on the Ground Floor, right at the University

the ship

builders of Advertisement for the Titanic builder s model, on display at Goodwins
the present  Limited. (The [Montréal] Gazette, November 27, 1911.
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booked through him for the trip.
The model is 19% feet long and
the case in which it was shipped
measured 20 feet 2 inches in length,
3 feet 8 inches in width and 7 feet
2 inches in depth. It weighed 2,850
pounds and the model itself weighed
1,500 pounds.
Pamphlets descriptive of the 7i-
tanic will be distributed by Mr. Rob-
son at his office, 127 East Baltimore
Street. (Baltimore Sun, April 7, 1911)
Once again, the model is a hit and
crowds flock to McDowell’s storefront.
Those impressed enough with the ship to
book a voyage could walk the two blocks
to Robson’s travel agency and find out
more information. The coverage continues
in the Evening Sun on April
Crowds are stopping daily at the
window of McDowell & Co. Incor-
porated, 217 North Charles Street,
to look at what is probably the most
remarkable model of a steamship ever
displayed in Baltimore... The Titanic
is being built in Belfast, Ireland, and
will be finished a little later than the
Olympia_[sic], which is scheduled
to make her maiden trip from New
York on June 28 next. The Oceanic,
hitherto the great ocean liner, will be
altogether outclassed by these two
vessels. A double bottom extends the
full length of each vessel. The hulls
are divided into 15 air-tight compart-
‘ments, assuring the safety of the ves-
sel, and bilge. or fin keels, prevent
them from rolling. The 11 decks of
each ship are of steel, and three eleva-
tors in the first-class and one in the
second provide comfortable means
of access between decks. On the top,
or “sun deck,” there is great room for
promenades and sea sport. There is an
18-hole course of deck golf. The inte-
ior furnishings of the ships are mag-
nificent and include a glass-enclosed
apartment and a swimming pool.

A photo of the model on display was
published in the Evening Sun, but unfortu-
nately, once again, the only available copy
is a very dark microfilm copy.

While the Titanic model was travelling

MODEL OF TITANIC
Among the models of ships to be exhibited at the|
Exiibition this year will be one of the Titanie,
of the White Star Line, the largest ship afloat.

The Titanic model is listed in the “Special
Attractions” program for the 1911 Toronto
Exhibition, where it was awarded a gold
medal. (Canadian National Exhibition As-
sociation)

down the east coast of the
United States, the Olym-
pic model was prepared
for another season on
display in England. This
time it was to be featured
at the Festival of Empire,
held at the Crystal Palace
in London, from May
12 through October 1,
1911, to celebrate King
George V’s coronation.
It was a six-month-long
celebration of England’s
triumphs and the latest
developments in tech-
nology.
NAVAL EXHI-
BITION AT THE
CRYSTAL PALACE
One of the most
educational of the ex-
hibits to be seen at the
Crystal Palace at the
Festival of Empire is
tobeanaval exhibition
of a novel character to
be given in two huge
jars on the ground ter-
race by the directors of
the Thames Ironworks
Company, the ~firm
‘which was responsible
for the construction of #hors collection)
the Thunderer [a Brit-
ish battleship built in 1911]. Itis to
include a demonstration of how ships.
of war of various types are construct-
ed, fitted with machinery, and armed.
This is an object lesson the likes of
which the general public has never
had since the modern developments
in naval architecture were introduced.
In another part of the Palace, too,
there is to be a huge illuminated mod-
el of the Olympic, the largest vessel in
the world. This great new White Star
liner is to make her maiden voyage on
June 14th next. (The Leeds Mercury,
March 1, 1911)

Back in the United States, after Balti-
more, the Titanic model made stops in sev-
eral more cities, usually for two-week stays.
In July the model was displayed in Cleve-
land, Ohio, before returning to New York,
this time to Buffalo, where it was displayed
from July 29 though August 12,1911, at the
Sweeney Company’s department store at
268 Main Street. (In 1904, John F. Swee-
ney took over the empty Hengerer’s Build-
ing to start The Sweeney Company’s very

The Olympic model’s stern shows the after docking bridge and
the jackstaff at the stern. (The Sphere, October 15, 1910; Au-

popular Buffalo-region department store
which endured until 1987.)

'WONDERFUL MODEL OF
GREATEST VESSEL
Giant Strides in Shipbuild-
ing Shown in Giant Olympic and
Titanic
Costs §12,500 And Weighs Four
Tons; Shown At Sweeney Store

When the White Star Line
launched the steamer Oceanic in Jan-
uary 1899, the world marveled at the
ship that surpassed in length and size
the Great Eastern, then the biggest
vessel afloat. Today this same line has
in commission the finest and biggest
ship that ever sailed the sea. She is the
Olympic.

‘When the news was flashed around
the world that a ship of 882 feet and
six inches long, ninety-two feet, six
inches broad, with a registered ton-
nage of 45,000 and a displacement of
66,000 tons, was to be built, the world
again almost lost its breath at the
wonderful advancement of the ship
builder’s art. The Olympic years ago





