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THE TITANIC STORY LOINTE
A night we can never forget

Beryl Bainbridge on our enduring
fascination with the Titanic

The dimt‘approadl ; $

Exclusive interview with James Cameron

That sinking feeling

From movie disaster Lo riumph

 First & Last rarner srownc

and the final photographs

ighty-six years ago, the Titanic
sank in the icy waters off Newfoundland
with the loss of 1,523 lives. The sinking of the
ship on its maiden voyage from - =
Southampton to New York is the most How I Found the Titanic
legendary ocean disaster of all time, and a i fallard emembers e
Y azing discovery
tragedy that has had an unparalleled hold over our i e e S N
collective consciousness. ‘Countdown to Disaster

Interest in the wreck, and the powerful human Ry of the sinking: 4page graphio
stories of the survivors and of those who perished, 2
has never waned. Quite the opposite. And, this year,
two major events have fuelled the world’s
fascination with the story.

In the spring came the release of James
Cameron’s film Titanic, which broke all box-office
records to become the most successful film in
cinema history, with global takings of $1.8 billion.

Then, on August 13, the symbolic partial raising
of the Titanic, when a 20-ton section of the hull was
lifted from the ocean bed.

Now comes the release
of Cameron’s Titanic

on video. ¢ " Rescued from the deep:
To mark a momentous & ¢ the polgnancy of salvaged items
year in the history of the Y,

T"g)"li}i‘ Thﬁ.‘l'imesv " “The Titanic's biggest fans

publishes this special } .
magazine, which tells the e Best Possible Taste
story, in words and e
pictures, of Cameron’s 3 ;
remarkable film; of
the ship and of those
whose lives have
been inextricably
intertwined with its
creation, its
fate, and the
discovery of
the wreck.
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CHAPTERT

~ Bonvuyage

DOCKED at Southampton, the Royal and United States Mail
Steamer Titanic glistened in the cold, bright, spring morning.
Gathered along the quayside was a crowd of well-wishers bidding
farewell to friends and relatives, gazing in awe at the giant tower-
ing over them; the largest liner in the world.

None of the passengers or well-wishers realised that the prepa-
rations for the Titanic’s maiden voyage had been fraught with dif-
ficulties. A national coal strike had left the new ship without suffi-
cient fuel for the long voyage to New York. Other liners, paralysed
by the same problem, agreed to give up their meagre reserves to
help. The task of removing coal by hand, from one ship and into
the bunkers of the
Titanic, was a dirty
business and meant
cleaning the new liner
from stem to stern.
Despite this prob-
lem, at noon, the all-
ashore whistle shrie-
ked and, among
goodbyes and bon
voyages from the
land, the gangplanks
were removed. Soon
the sleek new liner
inched her way from
the White Star dock to begin her passage down Southampton
Water and out into the open sea.

But as the Titanic passed the New York the other ship began
straining at her lines, drawn by the suction from the new vessel's
three enormous propellers, driven by a power plant capable of
developing 55,000 horsepower. Loud reports shattered the lights
hearted mood. The three-inch steel hawses securing the liner to
her moorings snapped, recoiling through the air and landing
within a few feet of startled on-lookers.

The New York's stern began to swing out towards the passing
White Star liner. Captain Edward J Smith, in command of the
Titanic, immediately ordered the port propeller reversed.
His quick action and the prompt attention of the tugs prevented
the Titanic's maiden voyage ending ingloriously at Southampton.

During lunch, a number of passengers commented upon the
lucky escape for both the ship and her skipper. Smith was a popu=
lar and well-liked commander among the passengers and hi
crew. In fact, he was so admired that he had been given the nick:
name Millionaires’ Captain or was simply referred to by his i
tials, EJ.

The incident at Southampton meant that the Titanic arrived
late at Cherbourg. A number of wealthy American passengers,
inconvenienced by the delay, boarded at the French port. Among &
them was John Jacob Astor.

‘The following day, the Titanic dropped anchor off Ireland. TWO
tenders brought more passengers and mail aboard. As the mighty &
liner weighed anchor for the last time and turned out into
the Atlantic, the 2,200 passengers (continued on page 13)

The Titanic sets sails from Southampton - but her
‘maiden voyage could have been over in minutes

10

been bandied, but not seriously. “These
propasals haven't been presented to me.” he
says, "1 think they know better, but it's

that hopefulness that surrounds a
periphery of fandom. It's the same
hopefulness that fuels hopes of special cuts
and director's editions.”

‘Cameron says there will be none of these,
but he is working on an educational Titanic
CD-Rom which will show unused footage
of historically accurate events. “In fact we
have an embarrassing amount of unused
footage,” he sheepishly admits

After three years, it would be reasonable
o assume that Cameron would be sick of
the history of the Titanic. In fact, the
opposite is the case. “I'm just as fascinated
by it as I ever was, he says, “because there'

e Don’t expect
any director’s cuts
or special editions 9
always something new to be learned,
always some new light to shed on it. I have
my own opinions on the history and some
of them are controversial in Titanic circles.”

Cameron says that he was sensitive to
the need to make Titanic historically
accurate. He savages his industry for
taking liberties: “The problem is that
Hollywood doesn't feel a great deal of

responsibility for telling history correctly.”
He says: “1 didn't want to make the mistake
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EvEN\NG NEWS

‘The Titanic has been making
headiines from the time of her
sinking in 1912 to this year,
when James Cameron’s film was
released

ovelists may not always know
quife what they are up to. They
may start off with an idea that
they seem to have worked out
logically, something they are in
complete control of - only for it

0 turn out to be something that
has a mind of its own.

My earlier novels were all about my
background. so I never really constructed
Jfiction. I began to write because I wanted to
mzk‘: sense of my childhood, and was
deluded into imagining I could do so
because, as a child, I'd been subjected to the
influences of the radio and the cinema.

1t was the habit in my family to attend
the first house of the pictures every
Saturday afternoon. Many of the films
starred Charles Boyer, an actor memorable
for the blue vein that lh.mbbed in his
temple in moments of pa:

In 1947 - | have the ent my diary -
we apparently saw History is Made at
Night, a celluloid epic in which Boyer,
clasping a lady in his arms, stood on the
deck of a sinking ship, brow most definitely
pulsing. It is my deep-rooted belief that the
vessel was the Titanic, although no one I
have ever met since has ever heard of. let
alone seen, such a picture.

Forty three years later, by which time I'd
used up my past and had turned to
historical themes, discussing with my agent
the subject of a three-book contract, an
image of Boyer shot into my head and I
announced that the first story would
concern the sinking of the Titanic.

As always, the subconscious was at work.

A night
we can never

FORGET

Interest in the great liner lingers on and
our fascination with that awful night
86 years ago is as strong now as ever. The
novelist BERYL BAINBRIDGE explains why

Nothing is as random o unconnected as it
seems. I had recently finished a novel about
Captain Scott attempting to be first at the
South Pole: no doubt those fields of ice had
not yet melted from my mind.

1did know - as Scott never did, seeing
that he froze to death on his return journey
~ that two years later all the things he
believed in, lived by, those outdated
attatchments to “manly behaviour”,
allegiance to the flag, love of country and
Empire, would be trodden forever into the
mud of the First World War. No one,
following that butchery in the trenches,
would ever again view life with the same
degree of chivalry

"The bodies of Scott and his two
companions were found in March 1912,
A month later, an iceberg sliced open the
Titanic. It could be said that this collision
‘was but a metaphor for the greater
obstruction looming on the horizon of 1914

© The truth is about
tales of gallantry and
of cowardice 9

T knew nothing about the Titanic beyond
that she had sunk with the loss of 1500
lives and that her gallant orchestra had
gone on playing to the end.

1 didn't know that her departure was
plagued by a national coal strike, or that
her commander, Captain Smith, had. some
months earlier, been in command when her
sister ship, the Olympic, was damaged. The
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on this film because I love the subject
‘matter so much.

‘However, he admits that First Office
Murdoch’s suicide is a bone of contention,
vially in Scotland where Murdock

have complained that it is a fiction

and a slur on his memory, but cites that he

is an artist as well as an historian:
‘Sometimes you have to make some

subjective decisions - there’s no other way

around it if you have to visualise

the event on the screen.” He is also quick to

point out that he does not “stand behind
that badge of The Artist to allow myself
1o make sweeping changes. When
somebody makes their version of the
Titanic story, they can do what they want.
Incidentally, its not a project I would
recommend

Curiously, Cameron exhibits almost a
sense of surprise that the film has been so
successful. He certainly knew it wouldn't
flop, but he talks in wonder that it is still
making $/+million a week in Japan, and

James Cameron demanded the building of a
near-full-size copy of the Titanic in a 17
‘million gallon tank, main picture. His
obsession meant the rocreation of the
sinking, above, enthralled audiences but
made ife difficult for the stars Kate Winslet,
Leonardo DiCaprio and Kathy Bates, left

that it has touched nerves from China to
Brazil. He was told before the shoofing that
“The film stands a chance of being all
things to everybody or nothing fo anyone.”
‘Worried that it would be neither a romance
nor a disaster film, Cameron feels that he
has straddled both genres, and that is
probably the basis of its appeal.
He sums it up in almost facile terms:

it's a story about love and
death. These things happen to everybody
1ts a reasonable explanation @
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Guggenheim, one of six million:
board, changed out of his pyja
evening dress tom

es on
as into
et his maker. He is

strike over, every available ton of coal was
purloined to speed the Titanic on her
maiden voyage to New York.

Often, coal sluiced down the chutes inic reported to have shouted down to those in
the boilers caused combustion, a the lifeboats: “Tell my wife I died like a
conflagration easily put out by hoses. This  gent The fact that he was on board
happened to the Titanic but although she with his mistress - she survived - is, it
was given a certificate of sea-worthiness, would seem, bes point. Alth tis
the fire in her boilers raged on. It was ee women
burning when she left Belfast for and children from first class perished, all

Southampton and still burned when she ah menfolk stepped back
med from Cherbourg, in France, to to drown or freeze to death.
censtown, Ireland First reports of the disaster stated that
It was doused two days before her the ship, though damaged, was being
with the iceberg, by which time he towed safely to Nova Scotia without loss of
plates, impure and compounded of life. The truth surfaced ten hours later,
iron, had become le and with it began the fairy tales
1t was the knowledge of the and the horror stories; the
fire that intrigued me. Below.
tripped to the waist, the
stokers fought to subdue the
blaze. Five decks up, d
swirled across the
Out in the darkness, that
mountain of ice was
drifting majestically
When the Titanic
began 1o sink, the
upper classes
assembled on
the boat deck.

brush

steel

nd the cowardice
by the newspapers
from eyewitness accounts of those

gallantry
manufactured

red, went out, came on
again, then went out for good... the

night sky was thick with stars that

pricked out her shape as she began to
slide into the deep... when she

disappeared noth

remained but a grey
drifting vapour... for perhaps a minute we
heard the cries of the drowning... then there
it was the worst sound of all,

It is perhaps the lack of photographs, of
television coverage, that has kept the
sinking so clear in our minds. Perhaps, in a
al advances can portray
accurate and on-the-spot images of disaster
we are more moved by pictures in the head.
The imagination can be snuffed out by the
news camera.

For myself, writing about
was a fortunate choice becau
had the idea surfaced, than there oce
a renewed and frenzied interest in the
legend. Though never under the delusion
that I was capable of writing a potboiler,
realise I might have a pan on the stove

With hindsight. I now know why the
subject appealed to me. At school, when the
whole class was re

was silence.

me when tech

ich a tragedy
10 sooner

rred

imanded for some
misdeed and the culprit urged to own up,
I often shot to my feet - whether guilty
or not. | relished self-sacrifice, for it made
me feel good. Courage, like the subject
of an author’s or film director's
work, has nothing to do with the soul

only upbringing.

Titanic facts

» Time to shoot film: 9 months -
Time to build real ship: 24 months
© Running time of film: 3hrs 14mins
‘Sinking time of liner: 2hrs 40mins
# Length of actual Titanic: 8821t 9in
Length of Cameron's Tianic: 775f
® It took 23 tons of tallow, train ol and soft
50ap to grease the ways when Titanic was
launched but, in keeping with White Star
Line policy, there was no christening
< Ship buikders Harland and Wolff
employed 14,000 men. Cameron's film gave
speaking parts to 118 - three times more
than most films. In addition, there were
1,800 extras in the scene at Southampton
© So many passengers had brought their
dogs aboard that a dog show was planned
for Monday, April 15. Two escaped in early
Hfeboats carmying few people
= Among the first-class passengers were
eight honeymooning couples.
# There were six millionaires on board, the
richest being John Jacob Astor. Although
film director James Cameron waived his fee,
he picked up a bonus of $30 million while
Kate Winslet took home an extra $600,000
* Regulations stated that Titanic must have
16 lfeboats. During filming, Cameron's
stars were protected by 30 lifeguards
® The first ifeboat lowered was Number
Seven. Just 28 of 65 places were filled
@ Three people were hurt during the
‘making of the film - injuries included

/ cracked ribs and a broken leg.
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Hellish conditions,
financial crisis.
making Titanic was
an epic undertaking
in itself. By CHRIS
OLIVER WILSON

That

HE making of Titanic the of his fee until the film had recovered all
movie had all the hallmarks of a s costs. At the time, that looked extremel
disaster on a scale worthy of its  unlikely with more than 800 crew member
name. In terms of press and 1,000 extras working on overtime
public relations. On set, nothing seemed to be going righ
James Cameron's epic fi The films stars, Leonardo DiCaprio and
could hardly have got off to Kate Winslet, were physically exhausted
a worse start. The director’s vision for the by the tough shooting schedule. Winslet,
film was fantastically ambitious. plained about the long
Technicians built a 10-storey hours and hellish working conditions.

covera

in particular, com

of the

Titanic in a vast tank that held 17 million

Soon unpleasant stories were leakin
from th
headlines. One report said Winslet and
DiCaprio had been left harnessed to the

out
lions of water. Soon the film, made on
location in Mexico, was behind schedule
and way over budget.

The financial T
crisi

s was Sc i
Cameron o
even F -
promised not .
10 take a cent g ’
3 oy E

deck of the “ship” when a real 100mph
storm had hit the set. Another claimed
Winslet developed flu after filming in
freezing torrents of water.

Winslet later admitted that she had
foun essure of work hard to cope
with. By the end of the film, she said, she'd
thought “if it's not suicide, it will be an
asylum for me". She swore that she'd
never work with Cameron again, but
has since changed her mind.

At times, cast and crew worked
20-hour days that started at Sam
in bitterly cold and wet conditions.
Winslet claimed she felt her safety
was at risk filming some of the

he said, she

would wake up in the morning pleading
with God not to let her die that day
scene, Leonardo and I were running away
from a huge wave only 1o be trapped by a
closed gate. We eventually opened it but my
coat got caught and I was trapped
underneath the rising waters,” she recalles
“There were stunt men swimming below
wearing breathing equipment waiting to
help, but by the time I'd finished the first
take my lungs were bursting. The director
just said, ‘Okay, let's go again'”

The set of the six-month shoot seemed to
be jinxed, with five crew members being
injured in accidents. A stuntman cracked
arib and another broke an ankle. And.
striving to make the film as realistic as






OEBPS/Images/0008-livre-t-0127-07-kcc.jpg
T 1S a shame that the director of
Titanic does not come across
as a monster. Meeting Mr
Reasonable when you're
expecting the commander of
a Japanese P.O.W. Camp
is a great disappointment. If all
the stories about Canadian film director
James Cameron were true, only a fool
would wish to spend an hour in his
company, for fear of great personal injury
or an emotional mugging
After Steven Spielberg. Cameron is
probably today’s most successful film
director. His method is that of an obsessive
with a savage bark. His technical staff
are supposed to have taken to wearing
T-shirts proclaiming: You don't scare me,
1 work for James Cameron. One of
the female stars of his film True Lies is
alleged to have said: “Jim has a motto:
duck or bleed.”
But frustratingly, Cameron is so

A tyrant on the film set? Not me, say

s Titanic

director James Cameron, I've never yelled at
an actor in my life. By GUY WALTERS

courteous and charming when you meet
him - friendly even - that you could safely
introduce him to your mother.

Cameron, a 44-year-old univers
dropout who worked as a machinist and a
truck driver before following his childhood
obsession into films, does not worry about
the myths that surround him. “I don't know
what they are,” he says, “I can' even
think in those terms.”

But come on, surely he is aware that he
is regarded as a spectacular autocrat? “That
is always written by people who have never
seen me.” he rebuffs. “The problem is that
people never distinguish between my
working relationships with actors and the

two thousand rank-and-file people on the
movie. Journalists don’t see the m
creative and intimate relationships I have
with actors. 1 have never yelled at an actor
in my entire career.”

Some might find that last statement
extraordinary. Even more surprising is that
Cameron claims that he was not hands-on
enough in the making of Tianic. He left
‘much of the pre-production to others,
leaving him time to write scripts for two
other films. Later, when he fully joined
Titanic, he realised that he had not been
able to predict the budget and the
schedules. This lack of awareness was
perhaps a blessing in disguise: “If we had
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From the early days of huge luxury
vessels crossing the Atlantic in the late
19th century, PAUL LOUDEN-BROWN
tells the story of rivalry and greed that

spawned the tragedy of the Titanic

CHAPTER I

‘w

D

hip of ‘ ':
TEEIMLS =

HE Titanic is the greatest metaphor for mankind's
progress - and for the stupidity of man. The ship was
a remarkable technical achievement, but it was han-
dled with a folly that turned it into the world’s largest
coffin. What was literally a dreamboat. a ship that
was supposed to make a lot of men a lot of money, has become
the symbol for ambition that overleaps itself.

Since the earliest days of transatlantic travel, Britain's largest
shipping companies, Cunard and White Star, had been bitter
rivals. By 1002, White Star had been bought by the American
financier, J Pierpont Morgan. He
dreamed of creating a monopoly
on the north Atlantic, fixing the
cost of travel and freights and so
eliminating competition.

But Cunard resisted his atten-
tions, winning a £2.6 million low-
interest Government loan, repay-
able over 20 years. The loan led to
the construction of the Lusitania
and the Mauretania — ocean lin-
ers which dramatically changed
the face of transatlantic travel
when they entered service in 1907.

Joseph Bruce Ismay, the chair-
man and managing director of the
White Star Line, was an astute
The Titanic held the itleasthe  businessman. Son of the founder

FOrgs Uiypes tiuer of the line, he had negotiated

White Star’s purchase by the Americans and following the

founding of the International Mercantile Marine Company,

Ismay, at the age of just 41, was propelled to the head of one of

the largest shipping organisations in the world.

He closely followed the developments of his principal rival

Conard, and at 8 dinner party held at the London [pugges

home of shipbuilder Lord Pirrie, (continued on page9)
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predicted what the film would cost, nobody
would have made it” he laughs.

“The horror stories of the making of the
$200 million film are well known. Just as
every journalist has a Robert Maxwell
story, everybody in Los Angeles has a
Cameron story. The director admits that
there were many times when he felt he was
going to fall off “the high wire without a
net”, and with that pressure it is hardly
surprising that the shoot was often an
acrimonious affair.

As a result, the maker of some of the
‘most expensive films ever - Terminator 2
cost $90 million, True Lies $95 million -
predicts that a future project may be a lot
smaller, tiny even. “One of my ideas is just
10 do something with some actor friends
and literally shoot it myself and do the
‘whole thing for practically nothing.”

No doubt film studio suits will be delighted
with the idea

Of course, the idea of a Titanic 2 has »

(continued from page®) Tsmay discussed plans for a new class of
liner - larger and finer than anything the competition had yet
dreamed of. Much historical significance is given to this meeting
where the two men planned the Olympic and the Titanic. In truth,
however, the development of these liners began when the Oceanic
entered service in September 1899. It set White Star's policy of ves-
sels of huge size and moderate speed,
affording great comfort to their passen- {8
gers. There were good reasons for
building these floating palaces. Wages,
turnaround times, cargoes and passen-

ger receipts - all benefitted from the use

of fewer, larger ships

Maybe more importantly, national
pride was at stake. With White Star
and other British lines in American
hands, the British Mercantile Marine's
reputation had been dented. In return
for much-needed state aid, Cunard
promised to remain British and allow  White Star chairman lsmay
its new ships to be used during a war.

Morgan’s dreams of his company fixing ticket prices and so
eliminating competition were dashed when a price war broke out -
by 1908 an emigrant could travel to America for just £2. The rivals
‘were forced into talks which led to price stability but for Ismay the
only solution to the threat posed by Cunard and the reduction in
passenger receipts was to build larger and finer ships. He decided
1o replace the older tonnage then operating between Southampton
and New York with a fleet of ocean giants; the first of which, the
Olympic, would inaugurate a new era in luxury sea travel. The
Titanic would enter service next, followed by a third ship.

Winning the Blue Riband for the fastest Atlantic crossing held
little appeal for White Star. What mattered was that each ship in
turn would hold the coveted title of largest liner in the world

Although Morgan’s dreams of controlling Atlantic shipping
never became a reality, the White Star Line would turn a dream
into reality at the shipyards of Harland and Wolff in Belfast. The
new liners were protected with a double bottom and 16 watertight
compartments, formed by 15 bulkheads across the ship. Doors in
the bulkheads could be closed instantly by a switch on the bridge.
Should any two of the largest compartments become flooded. the
liner could remain afloat indefinitely. These safeguards led White
Star to boast that the ships were practically unsinkable.

Liner had a gym, Turkish bath and library

£ The length of one of these ships, at 882ft exceeded the height of the
Woolworth Building in New York by 130ft: from keel to the top of
their funnels. cach reached as high as Nelson's Column in
rafalgar Square. Each liner boasted a squash racquet court, a
Turkish bath, a fully equipped gymnasium, plunge pool, Parisian-
Style cafés and libraries supervised by librarians. Some suites on
the Titanic had private promenade decks at a cost of $4,350 in
high scason. For first-class passengers. free meals were served in
& the Jacobean-style dinning room but eating in the 4 la carte restau-
Fant, panelled in French walnut, cost extra
The Olympic completed her maiden voyage to New York in
June 1911 in a blaze of publicity. Ismay wrote to Lord Pirrie:
‘Olympic is a marvel, and has given unbounded satisfaction.”
Now the attentions of owner and builder turned to the
liner nearing completion in Belfast. ~ (continued on page I0)
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