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THE TITANIC STORY LOINTE
A night we can never forget

Beryl Bainbridge on our enduring
fascination with the Titanic

The dimt‘approadl ; $

Exclusive interview with James Cameron

That sinking feeling

From movie disaster Lo riumph

 First & Last rarner srownc

and the final photographs

ighty-six years ago, the Titanic
sank in the icy waters off Newfoundland
with the loss of 1,523 lives. The sinking of the
ship on its maiden voyage from - =
Southampton to New York is the most How I Found the Titanic
legendary ocean disaster of all time, and a i fallard emembers e
Y azing discovery
tragedy that has had an unparalleled hold over our i e e S N
collective consciousness. ‘Countdown to Disaster

Interest in the wreck, and the powerful human Ry of the sinking: 4page graphio
stories of the survivors and of those who perished, 2
has never waned. Quite the opposite. And, this year,
two major events have fuelled the world’s
fascination with the story.

In the spring came the release of James
Cameron’s film Titanic, which broke all box-office
records to become the most successful film in
cinema history, with global takings of $1.8 billion.

Then, on August 13, the symbolic partial raising
of the Titanic, when a 20-ton section of the hull was
lifted from the ocean bed.

Now comes the release
of Cameron’s Titanic

on video. ¢ " Rescued from the deep:
To mark a momentous & ¢ the polgnancy of salvaged items
year in the history of the Y,

T"g)"li}i‘ Thﬁ.‘l'imesv " “The Titanic's biggest fans

publishes this special } .
magazine, which tells the e Best Possible Taste
story, in words and e
pictures, of Cameron’s 3 ;
remarkable film; of
the ship and of those
whose lives have
been inextricably
intertwined with its
creation, its
fate, and the
discovery of
the wreck.
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happy o brag that he has the condition.
He claimed that he watched Titanic, which
runs for more than three hours, twice a day
whenever he could.

The Internet became the meeting place
for many addicts of the film. More than
15,000 documents on Titanic were produced
by fans before it even came out. On its
release enthusiastic viewers launched
hundreds more sites and chat rooms

The imaginative scale of some of the sites
is tself titanic. In Original Titanic
Roleplay, fans take on the roles of
characters in the film and play out the
storyline. Titanic Scrapbook, an impressive
archive of facts and pictures, has received
more than 134,000 hits, and James
Cameron is interviewed about the
techniques and equipment he used, on

American Cinematographers Titanic site

American tourists were fascinated by the
Titanic's connections with Ireland.

In response to demand, the Northern

TITANIC

Ireland Tourist Board organised a tour
of the Harland and Wolff shipyard, in
Belfast, where the liner was built.

The huge success of Cameron’s film
also generated interest in visiting the
wreck of the liner, two miles down in
the Atlantic and 370 miles off the
Canadian coast. Bristol-based travel
company Wildwings, is planning
trips to the wreck, at £19,500 a
head, in the same pair of three-
seater submarines that Cameron
used to film the wreck. Another firm,
Brodie-Good, is currently taking bookings
for trips to the wreck next summer - at
£21,775 per person

‘That may sound a lot of money but fans
have already shown how willing they are to
part with cash. At an auction at Christie’s
in London, American businessman Ralph
Jarson paid £11,000 for two notes jotted
down by the radio operator of the ship
Virginian, which heard Titanic’s SOS calls

Although he
bid nine times
the predicted
price, Mr

Jarson said:

“I would have
paid five times
as much again
for this piece of

history.” The

messages from the
stricken liner read:
“Have struck
iceberg... require
assistance” and “Sinking... we are putting
passengers off in small lifeboats”.

For less wealthy fans, a popular souvenir
is a Titanic whistle like the one blown by
Kate Winslet in the movie. Hundreds of
orders were received by J. Hudson and Co,
a Birmingham company which made the
Acme Thunderer whistles used by the real
Titanic as well as the one in the film.
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Stars Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio,
with director James Cameron above, spent
hours In freezing waters during filming.
Stuntmen were severely bruised staging
the sinking, left. The six-month shoot left
Winslet and DiCaprio, below left, exhausted

possible, actors and stuntmen were left
badly bruised during the shooting of the
Titanics collision with the iceberg

To make things worse, bad weather held
up filming and put the movie weeks behind
schedule. Members of the cast, including
Winslet, had to be taken to hospital at one
point after a malicious prankster spiked
their food with an hallucinogenic drug.

A cynical media started talking in terms
of Titanic being the greatest movie flop
of all time. Commentators suspected
Cameron, who had previously directed the
Hollywood hits Terminator, Terminator If
and Aliens, had bitien off more than he
could chew this time. How wrong they
were proved fo be.

Although it cost $200 million to make,
Titanic smashed movie money-making
records by the dozen. During the first three
months of its release, it grossed more than
a billion dollars worldwide - casily
surpassing the success of Jurassic Park
which had total receipts of $914 million

Titanic may be more than three hours
long but that didn’t stop 100 million
cinema-goers seeing it during those first
three months, and 20 per cent of them
returned at least once more. The film h:
grossed $1 8billion - and that figure is still
rising n

THETITANIC STORY

(continued from page 10) and crew prepared themselves for the trip
1o New York. In terms of numbers, this was hardly a record sail
ing - Titanic could carry a maximum of 3500. But many passen-
gers - especially the wealthy ones - did not like travelling outside
of the summer season.

On the north Atlantic there were defined lanes or tracks which
all passenger liners followed. The northern track, taken during the
months of August to December, was approximately 200 miles
shorter than the southern track, used between January and July
‘The year 1912 was an exceptional one for the number of icebergs
seen in the Atlantic. The winter in the Arctic had been a mild one
and the ice flows had drifted on the Gulf Stream further south
then anyone could remember.

Celebrity passengers added scandal

J. Bruce Ismay had boarded at Southampton. This was only his
third maiden voyage in one of his company’s ships and clearly he
was keen to compare the Titanic's performance to that of her sister
ship. Also on board to check things out was Thomas Andrews,
managing director of Harland and Wollff, along with 20 members
of the shipyard's guarantee group, four of whom were apprentices.

Life aboard the Titanic, for her first-class passengers at least,
was a wonderful experience. A number of celebrities added glam-
our and a little scandal to the social life. Of these, the wealthiest,
John Jacob Astor, was with his new bride. The great grandson of a
fur trader, Astor, through shrewd business deals, turned an inher-
itance into a fortune estimated at $87 million and, at 46, had mar-
ried a woman less than half his age. At 18, his new wife Madeleine
was younger than his son, scandalising New York society.

Benjamin Guggenheim was another millionaire on board. His
family made their money in the mining and smelting business but
he preferred the playboy life and was travelling with his mistress.
Mr and Mrs Isidor Straus, owners of the world-famous depart-
ment store Macy's
Frank D Millet, the
American painter; and
Archibald Butt, the US
president's military aide,
en route to Washington
with a message from
Pope Pius X, completed
the list of notables
Among the more promi-
nent British passengers
were the Countess of
Rothes and Sir Cosmo
Duff Gordon and his
wife Lucile, a successful
fashion designer. With
all this wealth to the fore, one family boarded the Titanic virtually
unnoticed. Margaret Rice and her children, Albert (aged 10),
George (9), Eric (1), Arthur (4) and Eugene (2), were on their way
to join Mr Rice who had found work in Spokane, Washington.

But one important name was missing from the beautifully deco-
rated pages of the first-class passenger list. J Pierpont Morgan
had booked passage but cancelled at the last moment, claiming to
be unwell. He was later tracked down by a reporter to a hotel in
France, near the Swiss border. Morgan, having just celebrated his

Captain Smith. front left, with other Titanic
officers, on the bridge before the ship set sail

5t birday, vas found 1o be enjoying the invigoratng (g

Swiss climate with his mistress. (continued on page 16)
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history. But one of the last
survivors of the disaster, Eva
Hart, who died in February
1996, spoke out against the
salvage: “The ship s its own
memorial. Leave it there.”

Millvina Dean was nine
‘weeks old when her father
put her into a lifeboat along
with her mother and brother.
He told them he would
follow; he did not. Now, aged
84, she is the youngest
survivor. She agreed to open
the Greenwich exhibition, but
declined an invitation to go
on the accompanying cruise

“They said it would be very
tasteful, but how can it be?
1’ too much like a show. If
1 could remember my father |
would be very much against
the idea. Eva Hart was
against it. She remembered
her father.”

But Tulloch s not the kind of man to
leave anything be. When he first attempted
1o raise the “big piece” in 1996, Tulloch
offered berths on an expedition cruise from
New York to raise money and allow the
public to view the salvage operation.

Each dive costs more than $100,000.
He receives no public funding, but has

Part of the steel hull that the 1996 expedition photographed, above, reached the
surface of the Atiantic this summer for the first time since 1912, main picture

undertaken never to sell any of the objects
he recovers, but to keep them together as
a single exhibit.

"The last time we spoke, in 1996, Cameron
had only just filmed around the wreck
1t hard not to be thrilled with a billion-
dollar show of interest in the Titanic,” said
Tulloch. “But it brings a responsibility with

it. People who come to the
Titanic through the movie
ask questions based on it
you have to find a way
through the fiction to the fact
But basically, none of us is
going to be as good

a messenger for Titanic as
that movie.”

Everyone, when asked
what makes the Titanic
special, what makes her
different, has a different
reply, but Tulloch's sounds
the truest and most terrible.

He recalls Edith Evans,

a young, single firstclass
passenger who gave up her
seat in a lifeboat to a woman
with children.

“Ina way, I envy her.
1t sounds terrible to say, but
being honest about t, when
we see courage there’s always
a certain amount of envy.”
Maybe that's the secret. We care about the
Titanic because somehow, among its
passengers - men, women and children
from all social classes, from more than 20
nations - we can always find ourselves, and
we wonder what we would have done on
a dark night, on a cold sea, when the last
lifeboat was about to be lowered away. B
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UNEOLDS

HOW THE SHIP WAS DESIGNED
T0 BE UNSINKABLE

_Transverse
bulkheads

Double skin
bottom

Watertight compartments

The Titanic's hull was divided by 15
transverse bulkheads extending well
above the water line, making 16 water-
tight compartments.

She was designed to float with any two,
or all of the first four, of these
compartments flooded

HITTING THE
ICEBERG

A. The pressure
exerted by the
iceberg causes
the plates to
buckie

B. Rivets glve
under the strain

C. Water flows
through the gaps
In the plates,
flooding
compartments
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CHAPTERT

~ Bonvuyage

DOCKED at Southampton, the Royal and United States Mail
Steamer Titanic glistened in the cold, bright, spring morning.
Gathered along the quayside was a crowd of well-wishers bidding
farewell to friends and relatives, gazing in awe at the giant tower-
ing over them; the largest liner in the world.

None of the passengers or well-wishers realised that the prepa-
rations for the Titanic’s maiden voyage had been fraught with dif-
ficulties. A national coal strike had left the new ship without suffi-
cient fuel for the long voyage to New York. Other liners, paralysed
by the same problem, agreed to give up their meagre reserves to
help. The task of removing coal by hand, from one ship and into
the bunkers of the
Titanic, was a dirty
business and meant
cleaning the new liner
from stem to stern.
Despite this prob-
lem, at noon, the all-
ashore whistle shrie-
ked and, among
goodbyes and bon
voyages from the
land, the gangplanks
were removed. Soon
the sleek new liner
inched her way from
the White Star dock to begin her passage down Southampton
Water and out into the open sea.

But as the Titanic passed the New York the other ship began
straining at her lines, drawn by the suction from the new vessel's
three enormous propellers, driven by a power plant capable of
developing 55,000 horsepower. Loud reports shattered the lights
hearted mood. The three-inch steel hawses securing the liner to
her moorings snapped, recoiling through the air and landing
within a few feet of startled on-lookers.

The New York's stern began to swing out towards the passing
White Star liner. Captain Edward J Smith, in command of the
Titanic, immediately ordered the port propeller reversed.
His quick action and the prompt attention of the tugs prevented
the Titanic's maiden voyage ending ingloriously at Southampton.

During lunch, a number of passengers commented upon the
lucky escape for both the ship and her skipper. Smith was a popu=
lar and well-liked commander among the passengers and hi
crew. In fact, he was so admired that he had been given the nick:
name Millionaires’ Captain or was simply referred to by his i
tials, EJ.

The incident at Southampton meant that the Titanic arrived
late at Cherbourg. A number of wealthy American passengers,
inconvenienced by the delay, boarded at the French port. Among &
them was John Jacob Astor.

‘The following day, the Titanic dropped anchor off Ireland. TWO
tenders brought more passengers and mail aboard. As the mighty &
liner weighed anchor for the last time and turned out into
the Atlantic, the 2,200 passengers (continued on page 13)

The Titanic sets sails from Southampton - but her
‘maiden voyage could have been over in minutes

10

been bandied, but not seriously. “These
propasals haven't been presented to me.” he
says, "1 think they know better, but it's

that hopefulness that surrounds a
periphery of fandom. It's the same
hopefulness that fuels hopes of special cuts
and director's editions.”

‘Cameron says there will be none of these,
but he is working on an educational Titanic
CD-Rom which will show unused footage
of historically accurate events. “In fact we
have an embarrassing amount of unused
footage,” he sheepishly admits

After three years, it would be reasonable
o assume that Cameron would be sick of
the history of the Titanic. In fact, the
opposite is the case. “I'm just as fascinated
by it as I ever was, he says, “because there'

e Don’t expect
any director’s cuts
or special editions 9
always something new to be learned,
always some new light to shed on it. I have
my own opinions on the history and some
of them are controversial in Titanic circles.”

Cameron says that he was sensitive to
the need to make Titanic historically
accurate. He savages his industry for
taking liberties: “The problem is that
Hollywood doesn't feel a great deal of

responsibility for telling history correctly.”
He says: “1 didn't want to make the mistake
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EvEN\NG NEWS

‘The Titanic has been making
headiines from the time of her
sinking in 1912 to this year,
when James Cameron’s film was
released

ovelists may not always know
quife what they are up to. They
may start off with an idea that
they seem to have worked out
logically, something they are in
complete control of - only for it

0 turn out to be something that
has a mind of its own.

My earlier novels were all about my
background. so I never really constructed
Jfiction. I began to write because I wanted to
mzk‘: sense of my childhood, and was
deluded into imagining I could do so
because, as a child, I'd been subjected to the
influences of the radio and the cinema.

1t was the habit in my family to attend
the first house of the pictures every
Saturday afternoon. Many of the films
starred Charles Boyer, an actor memorable
for the blue vein that lh.mbbed in his
temple in moments of pa:

In 1947 - | have the ent my diary -
we apparently saw History is Made at
Night, a celluloid epic in which Boyer,
clasping a lady in his arms, stood on the
deck of a sinking ship, brow most definitely
pulsing. It is my deep-rooted belief that the
vessel was the Titanic, although no one I
have ever met since has ever heard of. let
alone seen, such a picture.

Forty three years later, by which time I'd
used up my past and had turned to
historical themes, discussing with my agent
the subject of a three-book contract, an
image of Boyer shot into my head and I
announced that the first story would
concern the sinking of the Titanic.

As always, the subconscious was at work.

A night
we can never

FORGET

Interest in the great liner lingers on and
our fascination with that awful night
86 years ago is as strong now as ever. The
novelist BERYL BAINBRIDGE explains why

Nothing is as random o unconnected as it
seems. I had recently finished a novel about
Captain Scott attempting to be first at the
South Pole: no doubt those fields of ice had
not yet melted from my mind.

1did know - as Scott never did, seeing
that he froze to death on his return journey
~ that two years later all the things he
believed in, lived by, those outdated
attatchments to “manly behaviour”,
allegiance to the flag, love of country and
Empire, would be trodden forever into the
mud of the First World War. No one,
following that butchery in the trenches,
would ever again view life with the same
degree of chivalry

"The bodies of Scott and his two
companions were found in March 1912,
A month later, an iceberg sliced open the
Titanic. It could be said that this collision
‘was but a metaphor for the greater
obstruction looming on the horizon of 1914

© The truth is about
tales of gallantry and
of cowardice 9

T knew nothing about the Titanic beyond
that she had sunk with the loss of 1500
lives and that her gallant orchestra had
gone on playing to the end.

1 didn't know that her departure was
plagued by a national coal strike, or that
her commander, Captain Smith, had. some
months earlier, been in command when her
sister ship, the Olympic, was damaged. The
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One man’s hobby
provided poignant
images of the final
days of the Titanic.
By GEORGE PENDLE

FATHER Frank Browne sailed
on the Titanic's maiden voyage,
but managed to avoid the
disaster. He boarded the ship
in Southampton and he
disembarked at Queenstown
(now Cobh) in Ireland, thus
escaping the fatal final leg.
‘The photographs he took while
on board provide a unique portrait
of the doomed liner just days before its date
with history.

Born on January 3, 1880 in Sundays
Well, Cork, Frank was the eighth child of
Brigid and James Browne. Both his parents
died when he was a boy and he was looked
after by his uncle Robert Browne, the
bishop of Cloyne. He was a contemporary
of James Joyce at the Royal University in
Dublin and a Mr Browne, the Jesuit,
appears in Joyce's novel Finnegans Wake.

He began his theological studies in 1911,
for which his uncle rewarded him with the
gift of a lifetime - a two-day cruise on the
RMS Titanic. Browne's documentary of his
voyage - 159 photographs of passengers
crew and even of the plans of the ship - is
owned by the Allied Irish Bank and is
now worth £2 million.

As a chaplain in the Irish Guards in the
First World War, he earned the Military
Cross and the French Croix de Guerre.
Field Marshal Lord Alexander called him
“the bravest man | ever met”. After the war
he travelled widely, always documenting
his journeys. He has become known as
“Ireland's Cartier-Bresson" thanks to books
such as Father Browne's Australia and
Father Browne's England. ®

14

The Titanic steams out of Queenstown harbour,

Ireland heading for New York
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Salvaged interiors evoke
the Titanic experience.
By ERICA WAGNER

§ AMES Cameron's Titanic brought
the interiors of that great doomed
liner to life. The film gleamed with
engraved glass, fine panelling,
Ml glittering mirrors and crystal
chandeliers. But Titanic fans don have to
sit in a darkened cinema to experience what
it must have been like to be on board

Inside the White Swan Hotel in Alnwick,
an hour north of Newcastle, is the first-

class lounge of her sister ship, the Olympic.

Built into a specially constructed shell in
1935 after the vessel was broken up, the
lounge serves as the hotel’s dining room.

It is a beautiful interior, its pale wood walls |

carved with lyre-stroking nymphs.

The Titanic is often hailed as having been |

the largest ship afloat. but that honour
actually belonged to the Olympic. Both were
equally luxurious, and the Olympic lounge

impressed all who saw it. It was, wrote one,

This spectacularly carved and

Wiite Swan Hotel in 1935 and
Qo4 installed in the dining room there

i style, the details being taken from the palace
at Versailles. The walls are decorated with
finely carved boiseries in which, without
interfering with the symmetry of the whole,
the fancy of the carver has shown itself in

{ ever-varying detail™

i Algernon Smart was the owner of the

{ White Swan who bid for the lounge in 1935
{ It has always been one of the hotel’s
 attractions but since the release of the film,
i Titanic interest has increased “by several

{ hundred per cent”, according to hotel
‘manager Nigel Perkis,

White Star Line relics can be found
elsewhere in Northumberland. Akzo Nobel,
formerly Crown Paints, in Haltwhistle,
purchased floors, ceilings. doors, windows,
staircases, chairs and tables from the
Olympic when she was scrapped and
i installed them in a works’ canteen.

i White Swan Hotel, call 01665 602109.
Akzo Nobel, call 01434 320421

Dine in Titanic-style opulence at The White Swan
Hotel at Alnwick, Northumberland

The Titanic may be at rest far
below the waves, but a
multitude of related sights can
be visited in rather more
accessible places

Southampton docks, where the Titanic
began its fateful voyage, s still fully
‘operational. A plaque at dock gate four
‘commemorates those who died and
 Titanic trail guides visitors around the
town’s many monuments and exhibitions.
You can also take a boat trip to berth
4344, from which the Titanic departed,
and ride the eddies and swirls experienced
by the great ship. The QEll now flls the
neighbouring berth.

The nearby Southampton Maritime
Museam houses memorabilia collected from
‘survivors and relatives of those who died
n the disaster: a pocket watch which
stopped as its owner leapt ito the water,
Captain Smith's ceromonial sword,
telegrams and photographs. Even Norman
Wilkinson's painting, Plymouth Harbour,
‘which went down with the ship, has been
recreated by the artist’s son. White Star
Line plates and oak panelling taken from
‘the Olympic (the Titanic’s sister ship)
provide further period detail.
© The Ismay Trail at Maryport, on the
Cumbrian coast, celebrates the town's
connection with the Ismay family. Thomas
Henry tsmay, founder of the White Star
Line, was born at Maryport, and his son and
heir, Joseph Bruce Ismay, survived the
Titanic’s maiden voyage.
© Iretand has perhaps the strongest links
with the Titanic. Queenstown (now Cobh)
in Cork was the Titanic’s last port of call
before it headed out across the Atiantic.
However It was In Belfast, at the Harland
and Wolff shipyards, that the Titanic was
buikt. Founded in 1861 and employing.
30,000 people at its peak, the company
also bult Titanic’s sister ship, the Ofympic.
© Belfast abounds in references to the
disaster: a memorial to the dead, erected in
1920, stands outside City Hall and local
bars are full of Titanic memorabilia.

* Daibeattie in the Dumfries and Galloway
district of Scotiand is another place of
pilgrimage. A memorial has been erected
outside the town hail to commemorate “the
heroism dispiayed by Lieutenant Wiliam
McMaster Murdoch, RNR, a native of
Dalbeattie”. As the TRanic’s first officer,
he was responsible for the evacuation of
passengers into lifeboats, and gave his own
fife to help others. To this day, the local
public school gives its brightest student an
‘annual prize in his name. GEORGE PENDLE
Southampton Maritime Museum, call 01703
223941 The lsmay Tra starts at the Manyport
Martime Museum, call 01900 81:

31
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This enamelled
sink would have
been in a first-
class cabin. The
enamel has
survived the
ravages of

time and

\
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With money
to be made,
KATHERIN
BERGEN
finds that
nothing is
sacred and
all is tacky

ime lends a kind of rose-

tinted distance. Other

wise the plethora of

tanic - or maybe that

uld be tat-anic
memorabilia would be
even more tasteless than it

undoubtedly already is.

Quite what the families of the bereaved
feel about, “authentic lumps of coal, from
the wreck, one can only guess. For all th
the range of merchandise is extraordinary
and the lingering glamour of the great
liner, and her tragic story, continues to
exert its appeal over the decades.

The book Titanic Voices: Stories of the
Survivors, by Donald Hyslop, Alistair
Forsyth and Sheila Jemima (£19.95) is
marketed on the Internet s a “shockingly
accurate picture of events”. Some may think
this amounts o shock for shock's sake but
the many previously unpublished
photgraphs, letters and oral testimonies do
lend weight o this account

Assuming it doesn' choke you, you can
even recreate the menus on the ill-fated
voyage. For £9.95, Last Dinner on the
Titanic gives details of Roasted Squab on
Wilted Cress, as well as 49 other recipes
which will tickle even, or only, the most

jaded palate. Some recipes are from the
first-class dining room, others - very
alitarian this

beef with pickles, followed b
currant buns. All recipes
tested to make sure they are
suitable for today's kitchens
Original menus are also
available. But if you are
looking for somethin
lasting, try brigh
gloomy sitting room wi
Titanic lamp. The same
company that supplied lamps
for the Orient Express won
the contract for the Titanic. A
replica in brass, “captures the
elegance of the first-class
saloons” It is 20in tall and cor
1 you find bath time boring,
always liven it up with a replica Titanic.
Hours of innocent pleasure can be had in
the bath or the pool. See how difficult it is

re from below decks, so
you could opt for the more simple ragout of

the drink o have one on him

Airs and disgraces ~ the inflatable Titanic comes with its own iceberg

All in the

10 hit a lump of ice on purpose with
a motorised inflatable Titanic (24in
by Sin) and a blow-up iceberg (6in).
The pair cost £12.99.

Along with facsimile rings,
necklaces, earrings and cufflinks.
you can adorn yourself with jewels worn by
the unlucky passengers.

Festooned in your finery, have a drink
from the White Star Line Hand-Cut Crystal
Cordial Decanter (£61.35), or
slurp from the White Star
Line Old-Fashioned Glass
(€21.47 for a set of six). Then
there are t-shirts, whistles
and even a special beer.

And you can't possibly let
the festive season go by
without a couple of Titanic
decorations for the tree. The
Titanic Gold- Finish
Christmas Ornament, a snip
at £12.26, will nestle cosily
next to something that looks
suspiciously like a lifeboat
ornament (€12.26). Any of these goodies can
be ordered from hitp://www.itaniconline
com/merch/collector.html - using, of
course, your Expedition Mouse Pad, at a
non-too-titanic £7.36. @
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CHAPTER VI

The aftermaty

FOR minutes and hours following the sinking of the
Titanic, thousands of objects fell to the sea bed: pieces of
china from the 4 la carte restaurant, tiles from the gymnasi-
um floor, a woman's shoe, a boiler from the engine room.
And, lying in the centre of this field of devastation, the shat-
tered hull of the vessel herself.

More than 1,500 lives were lost - frozen or drowned - in
the icy waters of the north Atlantic. The statistics are
appalling enough, let alone the reality of such a magnifi-
cent ship sinking on her maiden voyage. Of the 1,324 pas-
sengers and 899 crew, just 706 survived. Only about 320
bodies were recovered. No trace was ever found of others -

Titanic’s lifeboats were taken to New York by the Capathia. the first ship to reach the scene of the tragedy

the Rice family, for instance. For Margaret and her five
young children the only memorial is the RMS Titanic.

‘The news reports of the disaster predictably generated a
furious clamour, including a spate of indignant newspaper
editorials. and led to two official inquiries. One was held by
the United States Senate Committee on Commerce, chaired
by senator William Alden Smith; the other by the British
Court of Inquiry, under Lord Mersey. But these did little to
help people understand how such a tragedy could happen.

‘The enormous weight of material written in recent years
has, in many ways, only confused our understanding of the
disaster. In simple terms, the huge loss of life was caused
by outdated British Board of Trade regulations, which
allowed the Titanic to put to sea with an insufficient
number of lifeboats. Vessels of 10,000 tons or more were

30

THE TITANIC STORY

required to carry a minimum of 16 lifeboats, each with a
capacity of 5,500 cubic feet, and rafts and floats equal to 75
per cent of the lifeboats' capacity.

The Titanic could carry a total of 3511 passengers and
crew, but the regulations meant her owners were only
required to provide lifeboat accommodation for 962. In fact,
the White Star Line provided her with four extra collapsible
boats, which increased capacity to 1,178.

Perhaps one of the most contentious aspects of the
tragedy concerns Captain Smith. The care and welfare of
passengers and crew was his responsibility as commander,
but his failings led to much unnecessary loss of life during
the loading of the lifeboats. As the command structure fell
apart that Sunday night, his officers dispatched lifeboats
filled to a fraction of their capacity.

Any seaman would tell you that a boat designed to carry
64 could take 74 or perhaps more in a flat, calm sea:
Lifeboat number one, with a capacity 40, was lowered {0
the sea with just 12 people on board. But while the world
praised the heroic cap=
tain and a bronze stafs
ue was erected in
memory of him, the
scapegoat  for  the
world's fury was the
president of the While
Star's controlling com
pany, the International
Mercantile Marine, 5
Bruce Ismay.

In James Cameron
Titanic, Ismay is pors
trayed as an autocratig
businessman and i
shown up by Katé
Winslet's character, the
fictional Rose DeWilth
Bukater, as ignoranis
and uncultured. But, il
real life, he was a faNS
more complex charas
ter than the film's tWOS
dimensional stercotypé
would have us believea

Well-educated -

familiar with the
of the thendlittle-known psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud =
disliked media attention and kept his personal life and
ily out of the public spotlight. His willpower turned the ail8
ing IMM around, making a handsome profit for his fello
directors and shareholders. On principle he would
interfere with another's judgment, whether commanding;
ship or driving a car, but we see the opposite in the film.

The Titanic was Ismay’s dream, but on the night of
14, 1912, Ismay found himself in a nightmare. He hel}
to load passengers into the boats until the very last mij
and, only then, secure in the knowledge he had don
his duty, he boarded one of the last life-boats. But 0
treated Ismay very harshly for living through the trag
when so many other lives were lost. American
newspapers christened him (continued on page 36 |lad
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Bob Ballard, left, with team. Above, an
underwater sled alongside Titanic’s hull

more vivid - twisted hull plat
a piece of railing - the full human impact
of the tragedy began to sink in. Here at the
bottom of the ocean was not only the
graveyard of a great ship, but the only

500 people
lost when she sank. And we were the first
people to come 10 pay our respects.

At 1.13am, eight minutes after Argo
passed over the boiler, I gave the ord
to raise Argo to 80-100 feet. 1 was be
careful, but didn't realise unil later how
dangerous our situation was. Unwittingly
we were approaching the wreck from the
worst possible point and were only abou
feet above the Titanic’s deck

ing. portholes,

fitting monument to more than

lanic

Word had spread through the ship and
people were pouring into the van. Time to
ebrate. Paper cups of Mateus wine were
being passed around. It was the closest we
came to champagne. Then someone pointed
up 10 the clocks and said something like
“Oh my God!”. It was nearly 2am local
time, very close 1o the exact hour of the
Titanic’s sinking

At once the professional was replaced by
the human being. The van went quiet. 1
said something like: “I don't know how you
people feel, and 1 don't want to impose my
feelings on you at all, but 1 know that in
about 20 minutes I'm going out on the
fantail. If anyone wants o join me the
welcome. If not, that's okay.” Then | walked
out of the van

When 1 got to the fantail of the ship quite

a few people had gathered. I raised the flag
of Harland and Wolff, the shipyard that
had built the Titanic. I wasn't trying to be
theatrical about it. it just seemed the right
thing to do. The sky was clear and filled

6 It was nearly 2am,
very close to the
hour Titanic sunk 9

with stars, the sea calm. Except for the
moon, it was just like the night the Titanic
went down. “I really don have much to
say,” 1 said. “but I thought we might just
observe a few moments of silence.

1t was one thing to have found the ship.
It was another thing to be there. 1 imagined
1 could see the Titanic as she
slipped nose first into the
glassy water. Around me
were the ghostly shapes
of the lifeboats, the shouts
and screams of people in the
water. Our little memorial
service lasted five, maybe ten
minutes. Then 1 just said:

Thank you all. Now, let's
get back to work "
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TIMETABLE OF THE DISASTER
@ apri 10:
(@) Awrit 10:
@ A 11:
(@ vt 14:
(@ aprit 14:

12.15pm maiden voyage begins from Southampton
6.35pm arrives Cherbourg

11.30am arrives Queenstown, departs 1.30pm

Ice warnings from other ships

11.40pm collision with iceberg
12.05am: Lifeboats uncovered and crews mustered

: Fourth Officer Boxhall works out ship's position

First CQD (“Come Quick Distress”) distress call
rst distress rocket fired. First lifeboat lowered.

Last distress rocket fired on the Titanic

Last lifeboat, Collapsible D, lowered

Last wireless signal transmitted

Lights fail

Ship founders, 1,523 passengers and crew lost

Carpathia’s rockets sighted by drifting lifeboats

First lifeboat, no 2, picked up by Carpathia

Last lifeboat, no 12, picked up

Californian arrives at the scene with Carpathia

Carpathia heads for New York with 705 Titanic survivors |

THE SHIPS IN
THE AREA

Mount Temple
12.40am: Headed
towards Titanic's
reported position

20 nautical

WHY SHE COULD NOT SURVIVE

wpartment fil flowed
wmmmmmmmm«d uu-mpmum-umu

The front section of the ship
takes a shallower angle as it
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on this film because I love the subject
‘matter so much.

‘However, he admits that First Office
Murdoch’s suicide is a bone of contention,
vially in Scotland where Murdock

have complained that it is a fiction

and a slur on his memory, but cites that he

is an artist as well as an historian:
‘Sometimes you have to make some

subjective decisions - there’s no other way

around it if you have to visualise

the event on the screen.” He is also quick to

point out that he does not “stand behind
that badge of The Artist to allow myself
1o make sweeping changes. When
somebody makes their version of the
Titanic story, they can do what they want.
Incidentally, its not a project I would
recommend

Curiously, Cameron exhibits almost a
sense of surprise that the film has been so
successful. He certainly knew it wouldn't
flop, but he talks in wonder that it is still
making $/+million a week in Japan, and

James Cameron demanded the building of a
near-full-size copy of the Titanic in a 17
‘million gallon tank, main picture. His
obsession meant the rocreation of the
sinking, above, enthralled audiences but
made ife difficult for the stars Kate Winslet,
Leonardo DiCaprio and Kathy Bates, left

that it has touched nerves from China to
Brazil. He was told before the shoofing that
“The film stands a chance of being all
things to everybody or nothing fo anyone.”
‘Worried that it would be neither a romance
nor a disaster film, Cameron feels that he
has straddled both genres, and that is
probably the basis of its appeal.
He sums it up in almost facile terms:

it's a story about love and
death. These things happen to everybody
1ts a reasonable explanation @
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Junior wireless operator Harold Bride siting in the ‘Marconi Room” Wirsess operator lack Philips, left, whose
S0S calls proved fruitless as the boat sank
15
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GEORGE PENDLE
stows away to gel a
sneak preview of the
interactive exhibition
that all Titanic fans
will want to see

vast exhibition - much of it

intera the

eron’s hit
#

is year

/e - recreatin
filming of James Cam
movie Titanic is arrivi
England at the end of 1
should be enough

to sate
the hunger of even the most

Movie Tour should
mixture of

ve t0 be an intrigui
hind-
e-scenes entertainment. During the next
months, the tour is to make its way to IS
ferent venues throughout Europe and
Asia and is likely to attract more than 3.5
million people. Covering more than 30,000
it it boasts the largest collection of
tanic movie memorabilia ever assembled
n one location.
Whatever your feelings towards the film.
is must rate as the most comprehensive
making-of” exhibition ever seen
If proof s needed of the extensive detail
the exhibition. one need look no further
an the pre-show queue. In an eerie
pple-lit environment, diving equipment,
high-pressure camera casings and replicas
 submersibles surround you. A video
displays an interview with Cameron,
alongside footage from the actual dives the
director took to film the wreck.

The exhibition proper begins when you
approach a reconstruction of the wrecked
boat’s bow. Stepping through the infamous
gash in the side of the hull. you enter a
dark, barnaclecovered corridor known as
the Morphing Hallway. As you walk along
it you find yourself in the middle of a giant
special effect as the hallway transforms into

e-scenes information and within-

| 5

“"

Tour the _

a pristine first<lass corridor. This

to two of the central features of

e film: a
reconstruction of the opulent Grand

Staircase at the foot of which is displayed
Heart of the Ocean jewel.

Surrounded by cameras, scaffolding and
lighting equipment, one is given the
impression of having arrived on a working
film set. The costumes worn by the two

B

stars, Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate
Winslet, are also on display

s you go further along, you cannot help
but wonder if the entire film studios have
been transplanted here. The actual
production sets of Thomas Andrews's state
room, Rose and Cal's firstclass suite and
the third-class steerage rooms are lined up
next to each other. Lit and dressed as they
were for the film, they contain many of the

You might not be Leonardo DiCaprio or
Kate Winslet but you'll see the Grand
Staircase as if you were a first-class
passenger aboard the doomed liner

original props. A recreation of the
wheelhouse from the film not only features
all the navigational equipment but allows
for digital interaction.

While you stand at the wheel of the boat
a camera combines your image with
computer-generated imagery so that you
are pictured standing on the bridge looking
out at the bow of the Titanic set against the
distant sea and sun-it sky

The coup de grace s The Sinking
Hallway where you take part in the
thrilling finale to the film. As you walk
down the corridor, lights flicker and sirens
wail. A thundering flood of water suddenly
races towards you. At the last moment the
water disappears down a hidden drain and
a directorial voice shouts: “Cut!” AS you
leave the voice adds: “Good job, folks!” n

@ The tour opens at Wembley Arena
on December IS, but ticket prices have yet
0 be fived.

F
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Not all artefacts
could be restored,
as this glove shows

Recovered from a
suitcase aboard the
liner, this tweed
jacket bears the
carbon marks of
restoration

thousands
of tiny items
found were these

gilded cufflinks

Artefacts from the Titanic have been surfacing
from two miles down on the ocean floor since

1987. Although rumours of gold and diamonds
being held on board have been disproved, these | i
recovered items are historically priceless ‘

PIVAL AT SOU (D

Even a baggage receipt has been
brought up from the wreck
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Guggenheim, one of six million:
board, changed out of his pyja
evening dress tom

es on
as into
et his maker. He is

strike over, every available ton of coal was
purloined to speed the Titanic on her
maiden voyage to New York.

Often, coal sluiced down the chutes inic reported to have shouted down to those in
the boilers caused combustion, a the lifeboats: “Tell my wife I died like a
conflagration easily put out by hoses. This  gent The fact that he was on board
happened to the Titanic but although she with his mistress - she survived - is, it
was given a certificate of sea-worthiness, would seem, bes point. Alth tis
the fire in her boilers raged on. It was ee women
burning when she left Belfast for and children from first class perished, all

Southampton and still burned when she ah menfolk stepped back
med from Cherbourg, in France, to to drown or freeze to death.
censtown, Ireland First reports of the disaster stated that
It was doused two days before her the ship, though damaged, was being
with the iceberg, by which time he towed safely to Nova Scotia without loss of
plates, impure and compounded of life. The truth surfaced ten hours later,
iron, had become le and with it began the fairy tales
1t was the knowledge of the and the horror stories; the
fire that intrigued me. Below.
tripped to the waist, the
stokers fought to subdue the
blaze. Five decks up, d
swirled across the
Out in the darkness, that
mountain of ice was
drifting majestically
When the Titanic
began 1o sink, the
upper classes
assembled on
the boat deck.

brush

steel

nd the cowardice
by the newspapers
from eyewitness accounts of those

gallantry
manufactured

red, went out, came on
again, then went out for good... the

night sky was thick with stars that

pricked out her shape as she began to
slide into the deep... when she

disappeared noth

remained but a grey
drifting vapour... for perhaps a minute we
heard the cries of the drowning... then there
it was the worst sound of all,

It is perhaps the lack of photographs, of
television coverage, that has kept the
sinking so clear in our minds. Perhaps, in a
al advances can portray
accurate and on-the-spot images of disaster
we are more moved by pictures in the head.
The imagination can be snuffed out by the
news camera.

For myself, writing about
was a fortunate choice becau
had the idea surfaced, than there oce
a renewed and frenzied interest in the
legend. Though never under the delusion
that I was capable of writing a potboiler,
realise I might have a pan on the stove

With hindsight. I now know why the
subject appealed to me. At school, when the
whole class was re

was silence.

me when tech

ich a tragedy
10 sooner

rred

imanded for some
misdeed and the culprit urged to own up,
I often shot to my feet - whether guilty
or not. | relished self-sacrifice, for it made
me feel good. Courage, like the subject
of an author’s or film director's
work, has nothing to do with the soul

only upbringing.

Titanic facts

» Time to shoot film: 9 months -
Time to build real ship: 24 months
© Running time of film: 3hrs 14mins
‘Sinking time of liner: 2hrs 40mins
# Length of actual Titanic: 8821t 9in
Length of Cameron's Tianic: 775f
® It took 23 tons of tallow, train ol and soft
50ap to grease the ways when Titanic was
launched but, in keeping with White Star
Line policy, there was no christening
< Ship buikders Harland and Wolff
employed 14,000 men. Cameron's film gave
speaking parts to 118 - three times more
than most films. In addition, there were
1,800 extras in the scene at Southampton
© So many passengers had brought their
dogs aboard that a dog show was planned
for Monday, April 15. Two escaped in early
Hfeboats carmying few people
= Among the first-class passengers were
eight honeymooning couples.
# There were six millionaires on board, the
richest being John Jacob Astor. Although
film director James Cameron waived his fee,
he picked up a bonus of $30 million while
Kate Winslet took home an extra $600,000
* Regulations stated that Titanic must have
16 lfeboats. During filming, Cameron's
stars were protected by 30 lifeguards
® The first ifeboat lowered was Number
Seven. Just 28 of 65 places were filled
@ Three people were hurt during the
‘making of the film - injuries included

/ cracked ribs and a broken leg.






OEBPS/Images/0022-livre-t-0127-21-kcc.jpg
THE SEARCH AREA
Tha soaiph e oo & may of grostes Lowdon

Nov 8, 1995: Coal retrieved from Titanic goes.
JAY on sale at £16 per lump.

Alvin takes 2.5 hours to

Jason Jr's transport cage

Jason Jr is remotely
controlled from inside
Alvin and has still and
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Hellish conditions,
financial crisis.
making Titanic was
an epic undertaking
in itself. By CHRIS
OLIVER WILSON

That

HE making of Titanic the of his fee until the film had recovered all
movie had all the hallmarks of a s costs. At the time, that looked extremel
disaster on a scale worthy of its  unlikely with more than 800 crew member
name. In terms of press and 1,000 extras working on overtime
public relations. On set, nothing seemed to be going righ
James Cameron's epic fi The films stars, Leonardo DiCaprio and
could hardly have got off to Kate Winslet, were physically exhausted
a worse start. The director’s vision for the by the tough shooting schedule. Winslet,
film was fantastically ambitious. plained about the long
Technicians built a 10-storey hours and hellish working conditions.

covera

in particular, com

of the

Titanic in a vast tank that held 17 million

Soon unpleasant stories were leakin
from th
headlines. One report said Winslet and
DiCaprio had been left harnessed to the

out
lions of water. Soon the film, made on
location in Mexico, was behind schedule
and way over budget.

The financial T
crisi

s was Sc i
Cameron o
even F -
promised not .
10 take a cent g ’
3 oy E

deck of the “ship” when a real 100mph
storm had hit the set. Another claimed
Winslet developed flu after filming in
freezing torrents of water.

Winslet later admitted that she had
foun essure of work hard to cope
with. By the end of the film, she said, she'd
thought “if it's not suicide, it will be an
asylum for me". She swore that she'd
never work with Cameron again, but
has since changed her mind.

At times, cast and crew worked
20-hour days that started at Sam
in bitterly cold and wet conditions.
Winslet claimed she felt her safety
was at risk filming some of the

he said, she

would wake up in the morning pleading
with God not to let her die that day
scene, Leonardo and I were running away
from a huge wave only 1o be trapped by a
closed gate. We eventually opened it but my
coat got caught and I was trapped
underneath the rising waters,” she recalles
“There were stunt men swimming below
wearing breathing equipment waiting to
help, but by the time I'd finished the first
take my lungs were bursting. The director
just said, ‘Okay, let's go again'”

The set of the six-month shoot seemed to
be jinxed, with five crew members being
injured in accidents. A stuntman cracked
arib and another broke an ankle. And.
striving to make the film as realistic as
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T 1S a shame that the director of
Titanic does not come across
as a monster. Meeting Mr
Reasonable when you're
expecting the commander of
a Japanese P.O.W. Camp
is a great disappointment. If all
the stories about Canadian film director
James Cameron were true, only a fool
would wish to spend an hour in his
company, for fear of great personal injury
or an emotional mugging
After Steven Spielberg. Cameron is
probably today’s most successful film
director. His method is that of an obsessive
with a savage bark. His technical staff
are supposed to have taken to wearing
T-shirts proclaiming: You don't scare me,
1 work for James Cameron. One of
the female stars of his film True Lies is
alleged to have said: “Jim has a motto:
duck or bleed.”
But frustratingly, Cameron is so

A tyrant on the film set? Not me, say

s Titanic

director James Cameron, I've never yelled at
an actor in my life. By GUY WALTERS

courteous and charming when you meet
him - friendly even - that you could safely
introduce him to your mother.

Cameron, a 44-year-old univers
dropout who worked as a machinist and a
truck driver before following his childhood
obsession into films, does not worry about
the myths that surround him. “I don't know
what they are,” he says, “I can' even
think in those terms.”

But come on, surely he is aware that he
is regarded as a spectacular autocrat? “That
is always written by people who have never
seen me.” he rebuffs. “The problem is that
people never distinguish between my
working relationships with actors and the

two thousand rank-and-file people on the
movie. Journalists don’t see the m
creative and intimate relationships I have
with actors. 1 have never yelled at an actor
in my entire career.”

Some might find that last statement
extraordinary. Even more surprising is that
Cameron claims that he was not hands-on
enough in the making of Tianic. He left
‘much of the pre-production to others,
leaving him time to write scripts for two
other films. Later, when he fully joined
Titanic, he realised that he had not been
able to predict the budget and the
schedules. This lack of awareness was
perhaps a blessing in disguise: “If we had
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To most, the loss of the Titanic was a tragic
accident, but others see something far more
sinister, as DAVID WHITMORE discovers

s has been the case with so many

major news stories and tragedies
from the assassination of

President Kennedy to the death

§ of Diana, Princess of Wales -

L # the sinking of the Titanic has

been engulfed by conspiracy theories.

‘The claims range from the fairly mundane,

such as a fire, to a murderous insurance

con and even a supernatural curse.

ed scam
.,‘“‘

'PERHAPS THE most amazing theory is
that the ship lying at the bottom of the
ocean isn't the Titanic at all, but her sister
ship, the Olympic.

Launched on May 31, 1911, the Olympic
was plagued by mishaps. Arriving at the
White Star Line pier on her maiden voyage
to New York, captained by Edward John
Smith (who later captained the Titanic),
she trapped a tug under her stern and
nearly sank it. Although her steelwork was
thought to be brittle, she sustained only
‘minor damage.

Less than four months later, however,
after setting sail for her fifth round trip
to New York, she collided with the Navy
cruiser HMS Hawke. The Hawke had Sin-
thick side armour and an underwater ram
- a steel casting packed with concrete. The
ram pierced the starboard quarter of the
Olympic, below the waterline. The Hawke's
bow pierced another huge hole,
approximately 15ft high by 14ft wide and
some eight feet in depth, above the
waterline. One of the Olympic's propellers
was badly damaged and two of her
watertight compartments were flooded,
resulting in a massive repair bill, much of
which was not covered by her insurance.

‘Then, on February 24, 1912, while
heading for Southampton from New York,
she suffered her third accident in less than
nine months. Some 750 miles off
Newfoundland, a submerged object
snapped off one of the propeller blades

In March the Titanic sat side by side
in the shipyard with the Olympic.

It claimed that the owners swapped
the vessels' identities there and then
deliberately sank the “Titanic"
o rid themselves of a loss-
making ship. They also

knew they could make a
claim on the Titanic’s

32

[ b 8

Wiy DID the Titanic's captain accelerate
into an area of the North Atlantic that was
full of icebergs? The dangers were common
knowledge among those who sailed that
ocean, and the captain had also been
warned about floating ice while at sea

On 14 April alone, the Titanic received no
fewer than six warnings about icebergs
and yet the order given was still “full
steam ahead”.

Some think this lust for speed led the
Titantic to her watery grave. White Star
chief executive ) Bruce Ismay admitted
o the American inquiry into the disaster
that he and chief engincer Joseph Bell had
decided in private that they intended to
drive the ship as hard as they could if
conditions were fair. Although the Titanic
was brand new and had to be eased into
action, they wanted to beat the top speed
of her sister ship the Olympic. which had
reached 22.75 knots in perfect conditions

Some survivors claimed that the Titanic
was trying to take the Blue Riband for the
fastest Adlantic crossing. The record had
been held by the Mauritania since 1907,
logging an average speed of 27.4 knots.

Whichever record was the goal, the
Titanic increased speed daily. On April 14
she fired up three more of her 24 main
boilers to reach 2.5 knots. Five auxiliary
boilers would have taken her up to full
speed. The same day White Star Line's
Baltic sent the Titanic a wireless warning
of the hazardous ice field. Captain Smith
showed the message to Ismay and allowed
him to keep it in his pocket for some five
hours, instead of displaying it immediately
in the chart room.

‘This obsession with speed has been
blamed. at least in part, for the disaster
that followed. It blinded those entrusted
with the ship's safety
1o their responsibilities.

WHEN Titanic set sail from Belfast for
Southampton, shortly after completing
her sea trials, a fire had broken out in a
coal bunker in boiler room number six.
‘The fire had been discovered in Belfast,
but cight days later, while she was moored
in Southampton, it was still raging. For
a fire to break out on board a steamer was
not unusual at the time, although
somewhat unfortunate for the Titanic on
the eve of her maiden voyage.

‘What is curious is that the fire was
permitted to continue burning not only in
Belfast but for a whole week in
Southampton, where it would have been

Captain Wood of the SS Estonian took this
‘photograph on 12 April 1912. It is reputed
10 be the iceberg that sank the Titanic





OEBPS/Images/0028-livre-t-0127-27-kcc.jpg
Halifax is similar to
many other ports -
except it is here that
120 Titanic victims
are buried, reports
ERICA WAGNER

ISASTER struck on a night in
April. A passenger ship of the
White Star Line, built in
Belfast, sank in icy waters. The
great majority of those aboard -
s men, women and children -
drowned. But this was not the
tragedy of the Titanic. The liner’s name
was the S.5. Atlantic.

It was 1873, 39 years before the more
notorious White Star liner would founder.
But both disasters occurred not far from
Halifax. Nova Scotia.

Halifax is no stranger to tragedy. Five
years after the Titanic sank, it was nearly
destroyed when a ship carrying
ammunition exploded in the harbour. But
Halifax is inexorably linked with what is
regarded as the most terrible marine
disaster of all.

On April 17, three days after the tragedy.
the cable-laying ship Mackay-Bennett left
the Canadian port town carrying coffins,
tons of ice, embalming fluid and an
undertaker. It would take her three days to
reach the site of the Titanic’s remains, and
once there her sailors would collect more
than 300 bodies. About 150 of them are
buried in and around Halifax

The town's Maritime Museum of the
Atlantic has a fine exhibition devoted to the
liner, including unusual artefacts such as a
deck chair, a section of
the panelling from the ‘
firstclass lounge
(bearing a clear
resemblance o the
panelling from f
Titanic’s sister ship,

Olympic, which can be seen in Alnwick's
White Swan Hotel, see next page) and
examples of “wreckware": picture frames
and cribbage boards, carved by sailors
from the Mackay-Bennett and other funeral
ships, as mementos of the tragedy.

‘The museum has seen visitor volume
triple since the opening of the film Titanic:
in July of this year they recorded 45,000
visitors, when normally they'd expect

28

15,000, The museunn's Richard
MacMichaels, while glad of all the
attention, has found there's a litle historical
correction to do. There's a J. Dawson
buried in the cemetery out in Fairview - the
real James Dawson and nothing to do with
the fictional Jack Dawson, played by
Leonardo DiCaprio in the film.

“Girls have been leaving notes and
theatre tickets and even a
model of the Queen
Mary at the grave,” says
Mr MacMichaels. “But
James Dawson was a

, Dublin-born coal

trimmer on the ship, he

wasn' the figure of the film, and we've
tried to get people to understand that” He
notes, however, that renewed interest in the
cemetery (there are 122 graves there: a few
more are scattered in the town’s Roman
Catholic and Jewish cemeteries) has
enabled repair work o be done on them.

Mr MacMichaels shows me a letter from

a woman in England requesting a
photograph of the headstone of Frank

Goree, one of the ship's fireman. He was
her grandfather

Fairview lies at the end of the Windsor
Road, not far from the centre of Halifax. A
couple of minutes® walk along a neat, tarred
drive, brings me to a section of the
graveyard where the stones are curved into
the shape of a ship's hull. Titanic, a white
sign says simply

Some of the headstones do not even bear
a name, only a number. Some are ornate
the stone which survivor J. Bruce Ismay,
chairman of the White Star Line, erected to
his secretary, Ernest Edward Samuel
Freeman, who perished; the stone erected
by the crew of the Mackay-Bennett to the
“unknown child", a blond two-year-old boy
pulled from the water.

“There are plain stones too: to Luigi Gati,
the liner’s chef, and Jock Hume, first
violinist in the ship's band.

Later, when 1 stop for lunch, I could have
a*Thai-tanic” sandwich (chicken strips,
lettuce, tomato, peppers, peanut sauce), I
could buy a Titanic board game. a Titanic
beer mug, or an inflatable Titanic, with a
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(continued from page 16)
Wish you and Titanic all suc-
cess. Commander.”

The message was handed
directly to Captain Smith,
who, instead of posting it in
the chart room. gave it to
Ismay. Later in the day Smith
asked for it back, perhaps
sensing its importance. Smith
was very aware of the danger
from ice. On Friday he had
received ice warnings from
the French Line vessel La
Touraine and on Saturday
the Furness, Withy & Company steamer Rappahannock
reported having passed through heavy field ice.

“The Titanic steamed on and had passed this area without
spotting any ice but messages from the Baltic and the
Cunard liner Caronia indicated that ice would continue to
pose a threat during the voyage.

Smith altered course, steaming 16 miles further south
before making the turn at the so-called corner, and heading
due west towards the Nantucket Lightship.

As the Titanic approached the next iceberg danger zone.,
she remained on course, her powerful quadruple expansion
engines and single low-pressure turbine driving the liner
smoothly through the water at a moderate 22 knots

The temperature was falling fast and by 8.55pm it was
only one degree above freezing. Second Officer Charles
Lightoller sent word to the ship's carpenter John
Hutchinson 1o see that the fresh, water supply did not
freeze. Soon afterwards, Captain Smith entered the bridge
and together with Lightoller discussed the conditions. They
noted the lack of wind and the unruffled sea. Up in the
crows nest, lookouts Frederick Fleet and Reginald Lee had
been told to keep a sharp lookout.

‘The night was clear and although there was no moon, the
sky was filled with stars. The sea looked as smooth as plate
glass, which, paradoxically, made the lookouts' job harder.
Without waves breaking around its base, an iceberg would
be hard to spot, especially on a dark night and if it was
showing its “dark” side. Matters were made worse by
the fact that their binoculars had been removed at
Southampton and not replaced.

Having assured himself that all was well, Captain Smith
retired for the night with the instruction: in the slightest
degree doubrful, let me know.” Lightoller continued o peer
into the darkness ahead.

In the wireless room, Phillips, the senior operator, was
interrupted by a message from the Atlantic Transport Line
steamer Mesaba. The message read: “Ice report. In latitude
42N to 41.25N, longitude 49W to 50.3W. Saw much heavy
pack ice and great number large icebergs, also field ice.
Weather good, clear.” Phillips replied: “Received. thanks.”

‘The Mesabas wireless operator waited to hear that the
message had been relayed 1o the captain and sent two
words: “Stand by." Instead, Phillips continued to send the
backlog of passenger messages to Cape Race. The most
important ice warning sent to the Titanic was never deliv-
ered 1o the bridge. At 10pm, First Officer William Murdoch

Wireless operator Jack Phillips
Jailed to pass on a vital message

relieved Lightoller, the two men chatting briefly about the
falling temperature, now 32 degrees, and the emphatic
reminder to the lookouts t0 be on their toes for any signs of
icebergs. Lightoller then went below, leaving Murdoch to
the darkness and freezing night air.

By 11:30pm most passengers had gone to bed. but a few
night owls were gathered around a card table in the first-
class smoking room. In the main dining saloon, stewards
were preparing for breakfast, carefully arranging gleaming
silverplate and fine china, edged in 22-carat gold on immac-
ulate damask linen
As her passengers slept or relaxed, the Titanic forged
steadily onwards, speed unabated, a white wave of foam
curling around her bow, a blaze of light from her sidelights
illuminating the ambient darkness. Out beyond the liner's
prow lay an inky black expanse of water. :
The clock situated on the first-class grand staircas
decorated with a carved panel of two classical figures
representing honour and glory crowning time, showed
the time was 11:40pm.

CHAPTER IV

A FEW moments later, Fleet in the crow's-nest began |
make out a black object directly in their path. “There is
ahead.” he said to the other lookout as he rang the warn
bell three times to indicate to the bridge that something
directly ahead of the Titanic. :
Sixth Officer James Moody answered the telephone a
asked what had been spotted. Iceberg, right ahead, ca
the reply. Without emotion in his voice Moody said
you, replaced the receiver and called loudly to Murdo
“lceberg, right ahead.” By now the first officer had seen
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Log Mard.
The last distress message sent by the foundering Titanic rea
“We are sinking fast, passengers being put into boats™

iceberg and rushed to the engine room telegraphs,
the handles to Stop then Full Speed Astern and it
iately ordered “hard a starboard”. Moody, standing beh
helmsman Robert Hitchens replied: “Hard a starboa r
‘The helm is hard over, sir.” The 46,329-ton liner
responded to the helm and began to turn to port.
Murdoch intended to order (continued on page23) |lad
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(continued from page 30)“). Brute Ismay". Lord Mersey defended
him in the British Inquiry report, writing: “As to the attack on Mr

Bruce Ismay,

resolved itself into the suggestion that, occupying

the position of managing director... some moral duty was imposed
upon him to wait on board until the vessel foundered.

“I do not agree. Mr Ismay, after rendering assistance to many
passengers, found C Collapsible, the last boat on the starboard
side, actually being lowered. No other people were there at the
time. There was room for him and he jumped in. Had he not

jumped in, he would simply have added one more li

own, 10 the number of those lost.”

. namely his

In June 1913, Ismay retired from the presidency of the IMM. He
wished to remain a director of White Star, but his colleagues
insisted he retire from that position also. However, far from
becoming a recluse, as legend has it, Ismay continued as chair-
man and director of several companies in Liverpool and London.
He owned an estate on the west coast of Ireland and spent a great
deal of time there during the fishing season. He neither hid him-

self away nor sought public attention after the dis

ster.

Nothing could bring back 1,500 souls

The loss of the Titanic dismayed and infuriated the world of 1912,
its faith in the omnipotence of technology badly shaken. But some
good followed in the wake of the disaster. Ships would no longer
be permitted to sail without enough life-saving equipment for
everyone, an international ice patrol was formed to warn ships of
wandering icebergs, transatlantic shipping routes were shifted
further south during the winter and spring months and passenger
liners were required to keep a 24-hour wireless watch.

“The White Star Line soon recovered from the disaster. The great
tide of emigration filled its ships and, despite the loss of their flag=
ship, the firm announced record prafits in 1913. Nothing, however,

could bring back over 1,500 souls,

sacrificed to a complacent faith

iin state-of-the-art marine technology and lax regulations.

As for the Titanic, it is highly probable that her story will be
told again and again. Meanwhile, Cameron’s film does go some
way 10 serving as a requiem for those lost in the tragedy. 8

‘The world was united in horror that such a tragedy could happen and
English boy scouts were among those who made collections to try to help
the survivors - many of whom have never talked of their suffering

STCHA CORBS BETANI DRSS AEWEPAPERS

PRCTURES: 1 PICTURE LBRARY, POPPEmFOT0, VARY v ULSTER O AND TRANSPORT WUSEUNE

Don't tell its legion of
fans that Titanic is
just a film. As CHRIS
OLIVER WILSON
reports, many will go
to great lengths to
fuel their obsession

ithin days of its release, the
film Titanic, directed by
James Cameron, was being
hailed as a modern classic
1t has inspired an almost
obsessive loyalty among its
fans - on a par with the
mania created by Star Wars 20 years ago.
Titanic's romantic but tragic plot,
combined with the on-screen sexual
chemistry between the stars Leonardo
DiCaprio and Kate Winslet, as sweethearts
Jack and Rose, as well as spectacular action
scenes, and public fascination with the true
story, proved mesmerising for tens of
thousands of cinema-goers. Some returned
10 watch the film a dozen or more times.
Typical of the trend were lovers Karen
Hornyak and Daniel Willis, from
Bournemouth. They boasted that had they
kissed and canoodled their way through 12
romantic evenings watching the epic film.
Miss Hornyak, a 16-year-old hairdresser,
said: “The special effects are amazing.
1 think the best scene s where Jack is
handcuffed (below deck) and everyone but
Rose forgets about him as the water starts
flooding in. We were hooked.” Mr Willis,
19, called it the “best film of all time".
Fans who have seen the film more than
ten times were dubbed victims of
“Titanicitis”. But Scottish fan Stefan Vass is
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(continued from page 23 the Titanic sank, a male passenger on the
starboard side of the boat deck was five times more likely to be
allowed entry to a lifeboat than on the port side. It appears that
certain officers interpreted the order women and children first as
women and children only.

By 2.10am the Titanic's stern had raised out of the water to an
angle of 80 degrees. Lights still blazing, pandemonium raged
below decks. Inanimate objects came to life; crockery, furniture
and anything else not fastened down crashed towards the bow. In
the engine spaces, the massive boilers tore loose from their foun-
dations and crashed through the bulkheads.

For the hundreds of terrified passengers clinging to the stern
the noise must have been unimaginable. Finally, under the incred-
ible forces it was being subjected to, the hull gave way and split in
two just forward of the fourth funnel. The forward section quickly
sank, as the stern settled back for a few moments before it again
rose to the vertical for the final time.

The stern section remained motionless for a moment before it
100 began its descent to the ocean floor, two miles below. As the
Atlantic closed over the two words on the stern - Titanic Liverpool
- hundreds of passengers struggled in the icy waters.

CHAPTER V

She’s zune, lads

ONE of the crewman in lifeboat Number Three declared: “She’s
gone, lads. Row like hell or we'll get the devil of a swell.” In
Number Four, a crewman, closer to the sinking, cried out: “Pull
for your lives or you'll be sucked under.”

Somewhere in the darkness, close to where the Titanic went
down, hundreds of people fought for their lives among the mass 0
floating debris. Death ca
quickly for some, crushed
as the ship sank. Othe
drowned, but most suc-
cumbed to the elements.

‘The lucky ones, huddle
in lifeboats, listened to the
awful sound of family and.
friends crying out in vain.
Little Frank Goldsmith,
emigrating with his family
from Strood in Kent, heard |
the sound the dying made.
but didn't talk about i
until many years later.
Living near a baseball field -
in Detroit, every time a&
team hit a home run,
clamour of the cro
brings back those a
‘memories. Sir Cosmo D
Gordon and his wife Lucile were among those in lifeboat Numl
One. Duff Gordon gave each crewman in the boat £5 towards
replacement of their lost kit. Later, this simple gesture
was misinterpreted as a bribe to (continued on page 29)

The lucky ones just before being rescued but
they had to listen to the sounds of the dying
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Are attempts to
salvage the Titanic
desecrating a grave

or saving a treasure,
asks ERICA WAGNER

OU might blame Walter Lord.
His 1956 book about the sinking
of the Titanic, A Night to
Remember, sparked a
fascination that has never
diminished. It was made into a
film in 1958 and in all the
debates over raising the liner is cited again
and again as having provoked an interest
that has led, 84 years later, to an argument
as great as the ship herself.

Lord says now: “1 wish the Titanic story
had stopped as she went under the sea.”
There is. however, no going back, as the
success of James Cameron’s Titanic has
shown so clearly.

But beyond this fictional recreation, the
fascination with the wreck itself continues.
Cameron filmed in the wreck for Titanic's
dramatic opening; now George Tulloch,
whose company, RMS Titanic, Inc,
is salvor-in-possession of the wreck, has
brought up the “big piece™ 20 tons of steel
plating from the Titanic's hull. And soon
you may be able - at a price - to visit
‘the wreck yourself, although not if Tulloch
can help it.

But the repercussions of the continuing
salvage efforts will be picked over by
academics, survivors, relatives and Titanic
obsessives throughout the world. Fifteen
hundred people drowned the night she

sank but her memory will not die.

Tulloch recites wearily: “Suppose you
lived near a cemetery. One day, you look
over the cemetery wall, and what you see is
difficult to believe: men equipped with the
most up-to-date instruments are not only
digging up the coffins, but smashing them.
and not only smashing them but taking the
objects that had been put in the grave by
the bereaved.”

He is quoting Bernard Levin in The
Times after it was announced in 1994 that
RMS Titanic Inc would be exhibiting items
recovered from the wreck at the Maritime
Museum, Greenwich.

“The Wreck of the Titanic", was seen by
more than 720,000 people and was the most
successful exhibition in the museum’s
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CHAPTER IIT

lcebergs el

SUNDAY. April 14 dawned with the promise of another glorious
day: bright sunshine, a calm sea and cool, bracing air. Most of the
passengers settled into their shipboard routine. It may have been
100 cold to stroll on deck, but there were plenty of distractions to
keep passengers occupied in the Titanic’s splendid interiors. After
breakfast, in the dining saloon, Captain Smith presided over a
Church of England service.

‘That morning’s lifeboat drill had been cancelled, but most pas-
sengers did not seem to notice. In 1912, there was no statutory
requirement for drills or musters. White Star went some way
towards regulating boat drills, stating in its published
Regulations for the Navigation of the Company's Steamships
“The crews of each boat are to be mustered at their boat stations
every Sunday at noon, the chief officers reporting a supply of
water in each boat, and the carpenter reporting the davits and
screw lashings in working order... On each occasion on which the
crew are so drilled it i to be entered in the ship's log book, and
reported home in the commander’s letter.”

No adequate explanation has ever been discovered as o why’
this vital part of shipboard routine was overlooked

While passengers and crew were eating Sunday lunch, the
Titanic’s Marconi wireless operators, Jack Phillips and Harold
Bride, were busy catching up on the backlog of passenger mes-
sages. The previous evening the wireless set had broken down and

Elegant passengers enjoyed a sumptuous evening meal on the Titanic,
blissfully unaware that just minutes separated them from disaster

the two men were unable to send or receive messages until early:
on Sunday morning. At 1:40pm their routine was disturbed by an
incoming message from the White Star liner Baltic: “Captain
Smith, Titanic. Have had moderate variable winds and clear fine.
weather since leaving. Greek steamer Athinai reports passing ice-
bergs and large quantities of field ice today in latitude =
415IN, longitude 49.11W. (continued on page 15)
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Five days before his
search for the Titanic
was due to be called
off, BOB BALLARD
was sleeping in his
cabin. But far below,
his cameras were
inching closer to the
find of the century...

or a few minutes there was
nothing o see on the monitor
but some small glacial
boulders. Then, at two
minutes o one in the morning
definite debris fragments
began to appear. By four

minutes past, all sorts of wreckage was

streaming past and everyone in the ship's

control van was convinced something was

up. Then something new appeared.

Bill Lange sang out: “It's a boiler”

Now there could be absolutely no doubt
“The guys think you should come down
o the van.” said the cook, sticking his head
through the door of my cabin. I must have

run down and aft in about 30 seconds.

Argo, the underwater sled carrying the
camera, had just passed over a massive
ship's boiler. They replayed the tape and.
sure enough, I saw a big ship’s boiler. It
was Titanic's. For a few seconds, I didnt
say anything. Then I simply kept repeating
quietly: “God damn. God damn..”

Our hunt was almost over. Somewhere
very near lay the wreck of Titanic.

Around us the van erupted into whoops
and shouts. I went around congratulating
members of the watch. pratting backs and
shaking hands. Larger and larger picces of
wreckage were now passing under Argo.
We didn't know where the main wreck was
If large picces were intact, they would loom
up 00 suddenly to avoid.

As the images on the video screen grew
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From the early days of huge luxury
vessels crossing the Atlantic in the late
19th century, PAUL LOUDEN-BROWN
tells the story of rivalry and greed that

spawned the tragedy of the Titanic

CHAPTER I
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HE Titanic is the greatest metaphor for mankind's
progress - and for the stupidity of man. The ship was
a remarkable technical achievement, but it was han-
dled with a folly that turned it into the world’s largest
coffin. What was literally a dreamboat. a ship that
was supposed to make a lot of men a lot of money, has become
the symbol for ambition that overleaps itself.

Since the earliest days of transatlantic travel, Britain's largest
shipping companies, Cunard and White Star, had been bitter
rivals. By 1002, White Star had been bought by the American
financier, J Pierpont Morgan. He
dreamed of creating a monopoly
on the north Atlantic, fixing the
cost of travel and freights and so
eliminating competition.

But Cunard resisted his atten-
tions, winning a £2.6 million low-
interest Government loan, repay-
able over 20 years. The loan led to
the construction of the Lusitania
and the Mauretania — ocean lin-
ers which dramatically changed
the face of transatlantic travel
when they entered service in 1907.

Joseph Bruce Ismay, the chair-
man and managing director of the
White Star Line, was an astute
The Titanic held the itleasthe  businessman. Son of the founder

FOrgs Uiypes tiuer of the line, he had negotiated

White Star’s purchase by the Americans and following the

founding of the International Mercantile Marine Company,

Ismay, at the age of just 41, was propelled to the head of one of

the largest shipping organisations in the world.

He closely followed the developments of his principal rival

Conard, and at 8 dinner party held at the London [pugges

home of shipbuilder Lord Pirrie, (continued on page9)
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predicted what the film would cost, nobody
would have made it” he laughs.

“The horror stories of the making of the
$200 million film are well known. Just as
every journalist has a Robert Maxwell
story, everybody in Los Angeles has a
Cameron story. The director admits that
there were many times when he felt he was
going to fall off “the high wire without a
net”, and with that pressure it is hardly
surprising that the shoot was often an
acrimonious affair.

As a result, the maker of some of the
‘most expensive films ever - Terminator 2
cost $90 million, True Lies $95 million -
predicts that a future project may be a lot
smaller, tiny even. “One of my ideas is just
10 do something with some actor friends
and literally shoot it myself and do the
‘whole thing for practically nothing.”

No doubt film studio suits will be delighted
with the idea

Of course, the idea of a Titanic 2 has »

(continued from page®) Tsmay discussed plans for a new class of
liner - larger and finer than anything the competition had yet
dreamed of. Much historical significance is given to this meeting
where the two men planned the Olympic and the Titanic. In truth,
however, the development of these liners began when the Oceanic
entered service in September 1899. It set White Star's policy of ves-
sels of huge size and moderate speed,
affording great comfort to their passen- {8
gers. There were good reasons for
building these floating palaces. Wages,
turnaround times, cargoes and passen-

ger receipts - all benefitted from the use

of fewer, larger ships

Maybe more importantly, national
pride was at stake. With White Star
and other British lines in American
hands, the British Mercantile Marine's
reputation had been dented. In return
for much-needed state aid, Cunard
promised to remain British and allow  White Star chairman lsmay
its new ships to be used during a war.

Morgan’s dreams of his company fixing ticket prices and so
eliminating competition were dashed when a price war broke out -
by 1908 an emigrant could travel to America for just £2. The rivals
‘were forced into talks which led to price stability but for Ismay the
only solution to the threat posed by Cunard and the reduction in
passenger receipts was to build larger and finer ships. He decided
1o replace the older tonnage then operating between Southampton
and New York with a fleet of ocean giants; the first of which, the
Olympic, would inaugurate a new era in luxury sea travel. The
Titanic would enter service next, followed by a third ship.

Winning the Blue Riband for the fastest Atlantic crossing held
little appeal for White Star. What mattered was that each ship in
turn would hold the coveted title of largest liner in the world

Although Morgan’s dreams of controlling Atlantic shipping
never became a reality, the White Star Line would turn a dream
into reality at the shipyards of Harland and Wolff in Belfast. The
new liners were protected with a double bottom and 16 watertight
compartments, formed by 15 bulkheads across the ship. Doors in
the bulkheads could be closed instantly by a switch on the bridge.
Should any two of the largest compartments become flooded. the
liner could remain afloat indefinitely. These safeguards led White
Star to boast that the ships were practically unsinkable.

Liner had a gym, Turkish bath and library

£ The length of one of these ships, at 882ft exceeded the height of the
Woolworth Building in New York by 130ft: from keel to the top of
their funnels. cach reached as high as Nelson's Column in
rafalgar Square. Each liner boasted a squash racquet court, a
Turkish bath, a fully equipped gymnasium, plunge pool, Parisian-
Style cafés and libraries supervised by librarians. Some suites on
the Titanic had private promenade decks at a cost of $4,350 in
high scason. For first-class passengers. free meals were served in
& the Jacobean-style dinning room but eating in the 4 la carte restau-
Fant, panelled in French walnut, cost extra
The Olympic completed her maiden voyage to New York in
June 1911 in a blaze of publicity. Ismay wrote to Lord Pirrie:
‘Olympic is a marvel, and has given unbounded satisfaction.”
Now the attentions of owner and builder turned to the
liner nearing completion in Belfast. ~ (continued on page I0)
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onvenient to extinguish it while in port
But even more curious is the fact that
fire escaped the attention of Maurice
Harvey Clarke, a nautical surveyor, the
Board of Trade's assistant emigratior
officer at Southampton, who carried
out three inspections of the Titanic.
Clarke's job was to examine ships to

ir suitability to carry emigrants.
should have paid special
interest to the third-class accommodation.
a large proportion of which was situated
directly above the burning bunker.

The fire was still burning after the
Titanic had set sail for New York and it
continued to do so until a few hours before
she hit the iceberg and went down

Giving evidence at the British inquiry,
leading stoker Fred Barrett told of the
damage that was done 10 a bulkhead by
the fire. And leading fireman Charles
Hendrickson testified as to how he had
brushed and rubbed black oil all over the
scorched and warped bulkhead to give it
the appearance that nothing was wrong

But the question remains: did the
damage to the bulkhead somehow
contribute to the sinking of the Titanic?

OF ALL the tales about the Titanic, this
is the best documented, but also the most
difficult to explain,

The Princess of Amen-Ra, who died
in around 1500 BC, was buried at Luxor,
on the banks of the Nile. In the late 1890,
four rich young Englishmen were invited
to buy a mummy case said to contain her
remains. They drew lots, and the man who
won paid several thousand pounds and
had the mummy taken to his hotel. Hours
later he was seen walking out towards
the desert, never to return. The next day
another of the men was accidentally shot
by an Egyptian servant, wounding him so
severely that his arm had to be amputated
The third man returned home to find that
the bank where he had deposited his entire
savings had failed. The fourth suffered a
severe illness, lost his job and was reduced
to selling matches in the street.

Nevertheless, the mummy reached
England, accompanied by other

misfortunes along the way. Nor did the
curse end there. Accidents and death
inued to meet with anyone connected
10 the mummy’s coffin - even a visitor to
the British Museum where it was on show
He derisively flicked a dust cloth at the
face painted on the case, and days later
child died of measles.

The museum decided to move it to the
basement. Within a week. one of those who
nad helped to move it was seriously ill and
his supervisor was found dead at his desk.

By now, the press had picked up on the
story. A newspaper man photographed the
case, only to find that when he developed
his picture a hideously disformed face had
replaced that of the princess. He is said
10 have gone home and shot himself - one
of 20 of those who had handled the casket
to meet with misfortune in just ten years.

The mummy was finally sold to a
private collector, who after much
misfortune banished it to the attic. Despite
the curse, an American archaeologist
bought the mummy and booked passage
for it and himself on a ship bound for New
York. The vessel was the Titanic. Today,
the mummy’s whereabouts are unknown. B

£
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‘THE TITANIC STORY

(continued from page 1) hard a port to bring the stern away
from the iceberg but it was 00 late. She struck and, as the
iceberg glided by, tons of ice fell on to the focsle and well
deck. Murdoch pressed the electric switch controlling the
watertight doors. Deep inside the Titanic alarm bells rang
as the massive watertight doors sealed each of the liner's 16

compartments. At the same time. Captain Smith rushed
and asked what the ship had struck. The
irst officer explained what had happened
Smith, after receiving an initial report that no damage
d been found, ordered the carpenter 1o go down and
d the ship. When he returned it was with bad news
the ship was making water.
s were disturbed by the
1 from the
ision. J. Bruce Ismay, in his suite on B Deck, had been
joken by scrapping noises. Dressing quickly. he made his
y to the bridge and asked Smith if he thought the ship
seriously damaged. “I'm afraid she is.” came the reply.
Thomas Andrews gave his assessment of the damage. In
of the the Titanic's watertight com-
artments had been opened to the sea by the iceberg. The
five - the fore peak, numbers one, two and three holds
number six boiler room - were flooding uncontrollably.
flooding in boiler room number five was controlled by
engine room pumps, but the sheer weight of water in
r compartments was drawing the liner down by the
ead. A critical design flaw in her so-called watertight com-
which did not reach high enough. allowed water

Titanic would founder. The only question was when
s estimated she would live for another hour.
"Most passengers in first and second class only realised

was a problem when stewards ordered them to put on
lifejackets and to get up on deck. In third class it wa

different story. Perhaps fearing a stampede to the lifeboats,
stewards keep passengers below until they received word
for them to be allowed on deck. On the bridge, Smith,
shortly after midnight on April 1S, issued the order for the
lifeboats to be uncovered and swung out. At approximately
12.10am he entered the wireless room for the second time
since the collision. The first
time he informed Phillips
and Bride that the Titanic
had struck an iceberg, this
ime he told the two men to
prepare to send a distress
signal. Phillips asked what
call should be sent,
replied: “The regulation
international call for help.
Just that.” One of the ships to
answer the distress calls was
the Cunard liner Carpathia.
Her commander, Captain
Arthur Rostron, turned his
ship around at once and
steamed as fast as he could
towards the last reported
position of the Titanic.
Compared with the White
Star liner, the Carpathia
was small, capable of a top
speed of just 17 knots. It

| painting shows passengers climbing into lifeboats but too many boats were launched before being filled Would take her more than
" to capacity - a fault thought fo have accounted for about 500 deaths on that terrrible April night

four hours to reach the sink-
ing ship.

Problems on the boat deck mounted as the officers and
crew, unfamiliar with the working of the boats, tried to per-
suade reluctant passengers to leave the warmth and appar-
ent safety of the Titanic. Whatever the first and second-
class passengers thought about their safety or comfort, the
officers knew the ship would founder and failed in their
duty to load each boat to its stated capacity. This failure
contributed to 500 unnecessary deaths.

The first lifeboat held just 27 people

Most of the third-class passengers never had the opportuni-
1y 10 decide whether to get into a lifeboat or not because by
the time they were allowed on deck most of the boats had
gone. Some explanation regarding the number of passen-
gers in each boat was offered at the British inquiry into the
disaster. The surviving officers believed a fully loaded boat
would buckle under the strain of lowering but this was
proved 1o be incorrect when some of the boats were tested.

Another reason put forward was that Smith intended to
load the partially filled boats with extra passengers from
one of the gangway doors at the side of the ship. This never
happened. The first boat lowered. with a capacity for 65,
contained just 27 passengers and crew. Between 12.45am
and 2.05am, the officers and boat crews managed to launch
18 of the Titanic’s 20 lifeboats,

Although the officers and crew followed the unwritten
rule of the sea, stating that women and children
should go first, in reality. as (continued on page 26)
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Visitors fock to the grave of J Dawson in
Nova Scotia but it has nothing to do with
the character In the film. There are 121
other Titanic victims in Fairview cemetry

separate iceberg, to float in my bath. |
could take a bus tour, which would swing
by the pier from which the cable ships
departed to find their grisly cargo, the
temporary morgue sites where the bodies
were stored, the churches where memorial
services were held

Perhaps it all wouldn't begin to strike me
as a little strange, a little morbid, were it
not for the fact that only a few miles away
divers are bringing up the wreckage of
Swissair Flight 111.

‘The local papers are filled with news of
the crash and how it is affecting Halifax
and Haligonians.

Halifax is a pretty quiet place. It is a
place where things change slowly. Maybe
100 slowly for comfort. W
Erica Wagner stayed at the Holiday Inn Select.
Halifax, Nova Scotia (001 902 423 1161). courtesy
of Tourism Halifax.

(continued from page 26) prevent the men returning to save others.
Meanwhile, in collapsible C, J. Bruce Ismay sat with his back to
the Titanic. He could not bear to see her end

The Countess of Rothes handled the tiller of lifeboat Number
Eight and so impressed the seaman in charge that he later pre-
sented her with the boat's metal number.

Benjamin Guggenheim, dressed in his best, prepared to die like
a gentleman while his mistress escaped. George Widener and his
son died together. His wife survived and devoted the rest of her
life to charitable works. Her father-in-law kept his financial inter-
ests with the IMM despite the death of his son and grandson.

The sea was littered with dead bodies

In lifeboat Number Six, most of the passengers wanted o return
t0 pick up other survivors. Hitchens, the Titanic's helmsman,
overruled everyone by graphically describing how the people in
the water would capsize their boat if they tried

1t is difficult to imagine how cold it was that night for those in
the water. Of the I8 boats successfully launched only two returned
10 the scene. Lifeboat Number Four was the first to turn back,
with four crewmen and 36 women on board.

“The women pulled five crewmen from the water. The water was
50 cold that within 30 minutes of Titanic sinking, two had died

When Number Four rejoined a small flotilla of boats tied to-
gether, Fifth Officer Lowe decided (o transfer passengers from
Number 14 until it was sufficiently empty to make a rescue
attempt. The crewmen could hardly row - all around the sea was
littered with the dead, held upright by their cork lifejackets

One of the crewmen turned over several bodies but it was too
late for many of them. Lowe found just four alive, two passengers
and two crew members, but one of these died later in the night

The writer William T. Stead, the painter Frank D. Millet and
Major Archibald Butt
all died but their bod-
ies were never recov-
ered. In lifeboat
Number Two, Fourth
Officer Boxall burned
the green flares taken
from the Titanic's
wheelhouse (o attract
the attention of a r
cue ship. The last one
was seen by those on
board the Carpathia.
Captain Rostron ord-
ered rocke

4am the Cunard liner finally arrived at the estimated position
given by the Titanic's desperate wireless operator

Al around the ship were large numbers of icebergs as the crew
began to pick up survivors from the lifeboats which were scattered
over several miles of ocean.

Rostron reported that there was very little wreckage when he
ot near (o the scene of the disaster, a few steamer chairs, cork life-
jackets and one body. The rescue operation had taken four hours
and as the Carpathia briefly cruised the area in search of more
Survivors, two services were held. The first was a short prayer for
the 705 who had been rescued, the second, a funeral
Service for those who had died. (continued on page 30)

to be The Carpathia. first on the scene, was ot as fast as the
fired in reply and ar Titanicand the rescue mission took four erucial hours





